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New Clothes from the Emperor

Colossians 3:1-14

Imagine going to the hospital for surgery, and the doctor walks in wearing Groucho glasses and floppy red shoes.  Imagine an astronaut entering a space shuttle wearing scuba gear.  Imagine going to have your car worked on, and the mechanic is wearing a tuxedo.  Now, imagine a king dressed in dirty rags.  Our sins cover us like dirty, stinky, rags, but our prince, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, took those rags on himself and washed them with his own blood, so clean that they are not just like new, they are new!  Our rags were dirty since before we were born (Ps. 51:5   Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. ), so even when we were new, we were already in old rags!  But when our Lord was crucified, according to Romans 6, (Rom. 6:6   For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--)!

A.
But now, our Lord is risen, and by him, so are we raised!  Paul says to the Romans, (Rom 6:4)  We have been given a new life, free from the chains of sin, and free from the shackles of death.  (1Cor. 15:53   For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.   54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory.")

B.
Our new life is not just another chance, either, like the Hindu law of Karma that says we get reincarnated into whatever we deserve.  If that were the case, we would all be pond scum...at best!  But God knows we can not make it on our own, so he sent his Son, that we might have life through him, and he sent his Spirit, so that we might be able to serve him.  When Jesus rose from the grave, he was no longer subject to hunger, thirst, pain, or temptation, and neither shall we when we are raised from our graves on the last day!  Our text says, "When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you will also appear with him in glory."  We will be glorified through him, and we will never feel hunger, thirst, pain, or temptation ever again for all eternity!

C.
In order to spend eternity in his presence, though, we have to be perfect and holy.  Well, since that is completely impossible, as Isaiah says, "Isa. 64:6   All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away."  But God has taken care of that problem as the prophet Zechariah foretold: Zech. 3:3   Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel.   4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you."


Just like Adam and Eve, our sinful flesh is exposed to 

God.  We are naked and no fig leaf will cover our sin.  Just as God created clothing for Adam and Eve, so does he clothe us, not in animal skins, but with the righteousness of Christ!  Our Father in heaven is the same Father who said to his servants, "Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him" in the parable of the lost son.  what is the "best robe" God can supply?  He spared no expense.  Romans 13:14 says, "Clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ!"  And 2 Corinthians 5:3 assures us that, "2Cor. 5:3   because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked."


What is this clothing like?  The prophet Isaiah says, "Isa. 61:10   I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels."  Just as the Church is the Bride of Christ, and brides wear white, so we, as the church, have been washed as white as snow.


Now, clothes do more than just cover us.  They also protect us from harmful conditions, and our sinful world is full of harmful conditions, but remember, God spared no expense on our clothing.  This beautiful garment which God has given us also protects us better than any armor.  Paul writes to the Ephesians, "Eph. 6:11   Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes"  That is right.  This fine garment is strong enough to protect us against the devil himself!


We have been clothed by Christ, and Christ is God himself.  How great this clothing must be, for the Psalmist writes, "Ps. 104:1   Praise the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty."

II.A.
If this clothing is so great, and I assure you that it is, why do we keep dirtying our new clothes?  Our sin is mud on our new clothes, making them dirty and smelly, and the devil leads us into thorns and snares, which rip our clothing to rags.  Well, which do you prefer, a new clean garment, or filthy rags?


The things of this earth are just that:  earth, dirt, mud.  They dirty us, contaminating us.  Paul says, "Rom. 12:2   Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is --his good, pleasing and perfect will."  All the things listed, sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, greed, rage, blasphemy, bad language, and lying -- what do they bring?  What good can come of these things?  None!  They bring death, for such is the nature of this world.  The death they bring is not only physical, causing AIDS, war, and hatred, but they also bring spiritual death, separating us from God, tearing off Christ, our righteousness before God, and leaving ourselves naked, exposed in our sing before God.

B.
But we have an alternative!  Paul said to the Ephesians, "Eph. 4:22   You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;   23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds;   24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness."  Live in Christ, for he is the only life!


Uniforms identify people as to what they do or who they are.  Soldiers wear fatigues.  Ministers wear robes.  Businessmen wear suits.  Christians wear Christ.  In his address to the Ephesians, he continues, saying, "Eph. 4:25   Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body."  We are members of the Church, the body of Christ; the Holy Spirit brought us in through baptism.  Paul says to the Corinthians, "1Cor. 12:13   For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body --whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free --and we were all given the one Spirit to drink."


Not only does God offer this to us, he offers it to all people.  Gal. 3:28   There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  1Cor. 7:19   Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what counts.  He made us all, and he wants to keep us all.


When we live in Christ, we have life, but not just here.  There is no sin in heaven, so when we live in Christ, we are getting a taste of the life to come!  This includes our daily life, working with God as our focus.  It also includes our liturgy, which is designed to imitate the worship in heaven!  True it is only a shadow of the real thing, but we have not seen the real thing, so we can only make due with what we have, God's Word.


Think of what a wonderful place the world would be without sin.  It would be the Garden of Eden.  No one would lie, cheat, steal, or kill.  That will never be a full reality until Christ returns, but as Christians, we have the opportunity to serve the King here by keeping from evil and by keeping our brothers and sisters from evil, and by avoiding evil, we avoid the consequences of evil, and that is what we mean when we pray, "Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven."


Besides that, we must remember what Christ did for us and respond in king.  Remember the parable of the unjust servant.  Our Lord forgave us eternal death.  Is it so much to forgive the little things?  Or would you rather let the anger and hatred fester inside you, tearing you apart?  Ephesians 4:32 answers the question for us. Eph. 4:32   Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.


As Christ serves us, let us serve each other. (Phil. 2:3   Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.)


"And they'll know we are Christians by our love...."
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