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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: On Easter, it’s tradition to say, “He is risen!” And then you respond, “He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” What is Jesus risen from?

Message: He died to take away all of our sin, and He rose so we can live forever with Him.

Raised to Live

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Colossians 3:1-4) Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. A number of years ago, a series of children’s books attained great popularity

1. They were called, “Where’s Waldo?”

2. Each page would have a complicated picture with all kinds of things going on

3. But somewhere in the picture was hiding Waldo, and the object was to find him

4. And even though you know exactly what he looks like, it’s very difficult to find him because of all the distractions

B. On the first day of the week, early in the morning, the women went to the tomb

1. They had been distracted

2. They went looking for Jesus but couldn’t find Him

C. But imagine what it must’ve been like for the angel who rolled the stone away

1. He rolled it away to show that Jesus was gone, risen from the dead

2. And then, he sat down to wait for the women

3. If angels feel emotions like people do, it must’ve been a combination of excitement and disappointment

4. Because sure enough, the women showed up, just as God said they would

5. And in the angel’s message, we can hear that disappointment:

a) “Why are you looking for the living in a graveyard?”

b) “Don’t you remember how He told you, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and on the third day be raised again’?”

c) How could you forget something like that?

d) A guy raising Himself from the dead isn’t just something you ignore!

e) But you were too preoccupied with Zebedee’s wife asking that her sons be given seats of honor.

f) You totally missed the point!

6. But at the same time, that angel was given one of the greatest honors ever bestowed on a created being

a) In the midst of his disappointment, he had a message:

b) “He is not here! HE IS RISEN!”

c) That angel got to be the one to tell the good news that Jesus had conquered death

d) This messenger of God had the honor of announcing that sin, death, and the devil had been defeated soundly, crushed under Jesus’ nail-scarred heel

II. If therefore you have been raised together with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

A. We’re not looking for Waldo—we’re looking for Jesus

B. But unlike the women at the tomb, if we’ve been listening, we know where He is

1. He’s not dead in a tomb

2. He’s here among us through His Word

3. He’s with you all the time through your Baptism

4. He comes to us by His Body & Blood in the Lord’s Supper

5. And one day, we will be with Him, raised like Him, to live forever like Him

C. And since we know where to find Him, we have the same honor as the angel at the tomb

1. So many people in your life don’t know where to find salvation

a) They look for it in their own works

b) They look for it in a good reputation

c) They look for it in their bank accounts

d) They look for it in their horoscopes

2. But you’re never going to find eternal life if you’re not looking in the right book!

a) And I’m not talking about your bank book!

b) Salvation is only found in the blood of Jesus Christ, who died in your place to earn your forgiveness on your behalf

3. But when you see someone looking the wrong place for salvation, do you tell them, “He is not here! He is Risen!”?

a) Think of the people you know who are as clueless as the women at the tomb

b) What have you done to point them to their Savior, Jesus Christ?

c) What haven’t you said or done that you could have?

D. When the angels are watching over you, are they excited or disappointed?

1. How often do they watch you and say, “Stop! What are you thinking?!”

2. How often are they embarrassed to have to watch you sin?

3. How often would they be glad that they can’t hear your sinful thoughts?

4. How often do you, instead of behaving like a child of God, follow the devil’s temptations instead?

III. Think on things above, not on things on earth.

A. Don’t worry about the here and now!

1. You won’t be able to see Jesus if you refuse to look past the end of your own nose for Him!

2. It’s so easy to get caught up in the things of this world

3. But any goal you have that ends in this world will end—it’s a temporary accomplishment

B. Your home is in heaven

1. Jesus already bought the deed for you with His blood

2. So there’s just no point in worrying about the temporary housing you have now!

3. If you were going to knock down a house, would you bother having it redecorated first?

4. If you were going to scrap a car, would you pay to have it detailed first?

5. If you’re going to one day escape this world into God’s Kingdom of Glory, why are you so concerned about this world?

IV. For you have died, and your life has been hidden with Christ in God.

A. In your Baptism, you were buried with God and died to sin

B. And like a seed, you are hidden, waiting to sprout

1. You have no more control over when you will sprout than a seed does

2. It’ll simply happen at the right time

3. And that time is the ultimate Easter, the final day of resurrection

4. On that day, you will escape this world forever

5. The dead will rise

6. And we who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior will be taken to God’s new creation

7. That day will be a day of resurrection for all of God’s creation, when the corruptible will be replaced with the incorruptible

8. Our dead world will rise again as a new creation: pure and free from sin, death, and the devil

9. Death will die, and we will live in joy forever with our Savior and with each other

V. When Christ, Who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed in glory.

A. So don’t let the worries of this life distract you

B. Jesus isn’t hard to find

1. He is with you always, to the close of the age

2. He’s in the message of salvation you share with the people in your life

3. He is with you through His Word and Sacraments: Baptism & the Lord’s Supper

4. And He will never leave you nor forsake you

C. Where’s Jesus? He is risen from the dead, and He’s with you forever

D. And where will you be?

1. Resurrected

2. Raised pure and holy

3. Free to live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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