Who Does He Think He Is?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Col 2.6-15

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Looking for leadership

A. Heroes

1. Few heroes today

a. Kids: No Lone Ranger, Roy Rogers, or even Mike Brady

b. Adults: No Ward Cleaver or Donna Reed

2. Today’s Alternatives

a. Kids: Power Rangers & violent cartoons (more graphic than old Superman cartoons), can’t even trust Disney any more

b. Adults: Ellen, “What not to do”: Simpsons, Men Behaving Badly

B. Government

1. Scandals

2. “Can’t legislate morality.” Then what do we pay them for?

3. Each must choose his own right & wrong: no absolutes

C. God?

1. Created the world

a. Full of problems

b. People get hurt & die

c. People go to hell

2. Role model

a. Ditched His parents (Ever happen to you?)

b. Told disciples to hate their parents (family values?)

c. Spoke against religious authorities (Big trouble maker)

d. Did servant work (Washing feet _ Garbage collection)

e. Hung around with sinners (prostitutes, etc.)

f. Violent (even used a whip)

g. Ended up getting killed for, well, it was for something (Is this what we want for ourselves & our children?)

II. What does God have that the others don’t?

A. Wiser than advertised

1. God’s foresight is better than our hindsight

2. He knows what’s best for us, even when we don’t

3. He is w/ us in our pain—knows what it’s like

4. Knows & shares the truth & calls us to cling to it

B. Leaders are followed from fear or love

1. Authority comes from Love

a. Best leaders are servants (Get hands dirty)

i. Husbands

ii. Fathers

iii. Bosses

iv. Government

b. Chastens those He loves

i. Whip: Imagine building a mini-mall on someone’s house—before they move out!

ii. Even drought & flood: Call people back to repentance (See the world & note the storms. Remember Noah? No flood, but this IS the end times.)

c. Nailed our Sins to the cross

i. We are dead in sin: unable to know God

ii. Jesus became sin, died, and now we’re dead TO sin

iii. Believe in Word & be saved (& Word gives us belief)

2. Authority gives guidance

a. Only way to know truth is from God’s Word

i. God’s wisdom is foolishness to the world. Aren’t you glad?

ii. His wisdom keeps us from trying to save ourselves

b. Can’t learn from self

i. “Some say if you wanna find truth it’s in your mind some place somewhere it’s deep inside. Just sit there on the floor and cross your legs and shut the door and say this word over and over and over and the truth will come. Man, it never does.”

ii. Sin clouds our wisdom

iii. God knows better than we.

III. Conclusion: Who is He? Is Jesus a hero? Is He worth following?

A. What has He done for us?

B. Our other problems are result of sin. He knows how to deal w/ sin. (Nailed to a tree.)

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Baby Picture

Message: Babies need care.

Like to be held

Need to be talked to

Need to be fed to grow

We need care

Jesus feeds us w/ His Word to help us grow in faith

Takes care of us

Prayer: Thanks for helping us grow in body & faith

