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Children’s Sermon

Object: If you were sleeping & I drove you to Canada & dropped you off, could you find your way home?

Message: Without God, we’re lost in sin. We could never find our way back. Jesus is the way.

My Father, the Aramean

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Deuteronomy 26:5-10) Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians ill-treated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. Then we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.” Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So often, when you hear a Bible text that uses place name, you tune it out

1. You figure, “I don’t know what those places are, so I don’t understand the passage.”

2. But you don’t need to know a people’s entire history to learn the importance in the context

3. Today’s text is a perfect example of that

B. Egypt you may know, but “Aramean” automatically throws up that wall

1. But the term “Aramean” isn’t really the point of the text

2. As is so often true, it’s not talking about the Arameans

3. It’s talking about you and what God has done for you

II. And you will answer and you will say to the face of Yahweh your God, "My father was a perishing Aramean, and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there few, and became a great, strong, and populous nation.

A. The Israelites were all descendents of Jacob, who worked many years for his Aramean father-in-law

1. The word here is not so much “wandering,” but “perishing”

a) Jacob and his family would have died in the 7-year famine that struck the whole land in his lifetime

b) But God preserved him through his son, Joseph, who was imprisoned in Egypt before that time

c) And God allowed Joseph to interpret the pharaoh’s dreams, thus saving Egypt and the entire area around there

2. While Jacob was in Egypt, he and his sons flourished and became a great nation

B. But this text is not really about Jacob—it’s about you

1. You, too, were perishing

2. Because of your sin, your rebellion against God, you had no hope at all

3. You deserve nothing but eternal death for what you’ve done

4. But instead, God has chosen to bless you

a) Think of the earthly blessings you have

b) And the eternal blessings that far outshine the earthly ones

III. And the Egyptians were evil to us and oppressed us and gave to us hard labor.

A. Egypt is usually mentioned to remind us of our slavery to sin

B. The Egyptians enslaved the Israelites and treated them horribly

C. That’s exactly what sin did to you

1. How many times have you felt like you were dragged into sin, like you had no choice?

a) Sin is like that

b) It’s so appealing, looks like the right thing, or the easy thing

c) But then you’re trapped in it, doing things you know are wrong

d) And you think you have no way out of your sin

2. Yet as a Baptized child of God, you’ve been set free from that slavery

a) You don’t have to stay in that sin

b) And it doesn’t matter what anyone else thinks—all that matters is what God wants for you

c) You are free

d) The persecution of guilt and condemnation has been removed from you

IV. And we cried to Yahweh, the God of our fathers, and Yahweh heard our voice and saw our affliction and our labor and our affliction.

A. Cries for help are the cries of repentance

1. We need to recognize the depth of our sin

a) That we are indeed rebels who have no hope of saving ourselves

b) To recognize that we have enslaved ourselves in sin by turning from God to our own sinful motives

2. And repentance is knowing that God indeed rescues us

B. No matter how deeply we get into sin, God is always there

C. He hears our cries for help

D. He came to be with us, even to the point of becoming one of us

1. He comes to us today through His Word

2. And He comes to us each time we receive His Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper

V. And Yahweh brought us out from Egypt with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm and with great fear and with signs and with wonders.

A. Jesus brought us out of our sin with an outstretched arm, too

B. Both arms, stretched out and nailed to a cross

C. That’s how God rescues

1. He sends a Savior

2. He sent Moses to Israel

3. And He sent Jesus to you

a) And Jesus’ outstretched arms demonstrated the greatest wonder of all

b) He gave up His life for poor, miserable sinners

c) And He rose from the grave to give us assurance of eternal life

VI. And He has brought us to this place and has given to us this land, a land gushing with milk and honey.

A. God doesn’t just rescue from bad

1. He did rescue us by His blood on the cross

2. But that wouldn’t be much good if He left us wandering in the wilderness

3. Instead, by His resurrection, He gave us the promise of a new life

B. That promised land is the land He has brought us to through Baptism:

1. Complete justification (being declared “not guilty”)

2. And freedom from slavery to sin: being able to say no to the devil to seek the Lord’s will and follow His path

3. Every day a new beginning

C. And the ultimate fulfillment of the promised land is the eternal city, the new creation, which He prepares for us

1. This is the promised land you can count on receiving

a) Not because you deserved it

b) But because God heard your cry for help before the creation of the world

c) And already in the Garden of Eden, He promised to suffer for you

d) Already He has saved you

VII. "And now, behold, I have brought the first of the fruit of the ground, which You, Yahweh, have given to me." And you will leave it in the face of Yahweh, your God, and worship in the face of Yahweh, your God.

A. God doesn’t just bless you in the life to come—He does so now

1. He has blessed you immeasurably

a) He has given you countless material blessings, including family and friends

b) But greater than that, He has given you the gift of faith that brings you eternal life

c) And He has given you the opportunity to share those gifts with others with your hands and your words

(1) that they may know the same blessings

(2) And know the One Who gave it all to them

B. And yet, completely distinct from your actions, He has given you the assurance of the resurrection

1. Given to you solely because of Jesus’ substitutionary sacrifice for you on the cross

2. This is His promise to you, sealed in blood

3. You are no stranger to God

4. You are His beloved Son in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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