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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Deuteronomy 26:5-10, NKJV) “And you shall answer and say before the LORD your God: ‘My father was a Syrian, about to perish, and he went down to Egypt and dwelt there, few in number; and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. ‘But the Egyptians mistreated us, afflicted us, and laid hard bondage on us. ‘Then we cried out to the LORD God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and looked on our affliction and our labor and our oppression. ‘So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders. ‘He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, “a land flowing with milk and honey”; ‘and now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land which you, O LORD, have given me.’ Then you shall set it before the LORD your God, and worship before the LORD your God.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: If you were sleeping & I drove you to Canada & dropped you off, could you find your way home?

Message: Without God, we’re lost in sin. We could never find our way back. Jesus is the way.

I. Introduction

A. Some Old Testament stuff is hard to understand: how does this apply to me?

1. When we see words like “Aramean” or “Syrian,” we tend to pass by it

2. This text seems even less likely to apply to us

3. Was your father a Syrian? Mine’s a locksmith. (& a Wisconsinite, thankyouverymuch!)

II. My father was a perishing Aramean.

A. Referring to Jacob, AKA Israel

1. Jacob was the father of all the Jews

2. More than the Jews, he is our father, in a sense, too

a. Israel was the chosen people of God

i. Blessed by God

ii. Chosen to carry His message of Salvation to the world

b. We are the new Israel

i. Not ancestry, but faith

ii. Same way you’re not a Lutheran just because your parents are (& I’m not a locksmith)

B. He was perishing

1. His brother, Esau, was trying to kill him

2. His father-in-law tricked him into an extra wife (Enough to make any guy perish!)

3. There was a horrible famine that almost killed the entire Mediterranean Region

III. He went down to Egypt.

A. Started out as a blessing

B. Turned out to be a big problem

1. As Jacob’s family, the Israelites, grew

2. As a new Pharaoh came to power

3. Israelites were cast into slavery

C. Throughout the Bible, this slavery in Egypt symbolizes sin

1. We’re enslaved to it

2. No way we can get ourselves out of it

IV. He was afflicted.

A. Israelites were treated horribly

1. Beaten if they couldn’t keep up

2. Even had their children killed

B. Sin does that

1. Destroys every aspect of life

2. Ultimately destroys every life

a. Wages of sin is death

b. Until Jesus comes back, the ravages of sin will continue to destroy what we love

V. We cried out.

A. Israelites cried out to God

1. They knew they were stuck

2. They knew that God could deliver them

B. We, in our sin , cry out to God

1. We know we can’t save ourselves

2. Just as a slave can’t buy freedom, neither can a slave of sin

3. Yet we trust in God to save us

VI. God saw our affliction & brought us out mightily.

A. God doesn’t ignore His people

1. Sometimes seems like it

2. He sent Moses to save the Israelites

3. Through huge signs & wonders, He brought them out of slavery

B. He hasn’t ignored us

1. Sent Jesus to save us from the slavery of sin

2. Jesus did signs and wonders, but the greatest wonder of all was His death & resurrection

a. An amazing wonder that the Son of God could die on a cross

b. Even greater wonder that He rise from death

c. The greatest wonder is that He did so for you and me

i. By His taking our sin to the cross, we are set free

ii. By His death, we receive eternal life

VII. He brought us to a land of milk & honey.

A. For the Israelites, this meant the region of Palestine

1. Extremely fertile land

2. Full of ore to mine & good soil

3. Also major trade route

B. For us, it means heaven & the new creation

1. Jesus didn’t just save us from death

2. He gave us a great place to go

a. One thing to save someone’s life

b. Something else to give them your own inheritance

c. That’s exactly what Jesus did for us

VIII. I brought the first results to You, Lord.

A. The Israelites respond with thanks

1. Thankful for all God’s blessings

2. Firstfruits giving: first harvest given to God

3. Faith that He will provide more

B. We are given the same opportunity

1. Firstfruits giving means setting aside for God first

2. Means making Him the priority

a. Not about how much you give, but attitude

b. “How much do I have to give?” is the wrong question

c. Rather, “How has God blessed me?” and “How much can I give?”

d. Not just giving money, but time & abilities: whatever He’s given you

e. Not just to the church, but to your family, to your boss, and whomever God has given you to serve

3. Not out of coercion

a. Remember, you can’t buy yourself out of slavery

b. We can thank God that He already has

IX. Place it before Him & worship Him.

A. Because we are free

B. Because God has set us free, despite our reluctance to serve Him

C. Because We are a new creation destined for the New Creation in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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