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With all your muchness

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, NIV) Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door-frames of your houses and on your gates.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Happy Father’s Day

According to Dr. James Dobson: A team of researchers wanted to learn how much time middle-class fathers spend playing and interacting with their small children. First, they asked a group of fathers to estimate the time spent with their one-year-old youngsters each day, and received an average reply of fifteen to twenty minutes. To verify these claims, the investigators attached microphones to the shirts of small children for the purpose of recording actual parental verbalization. The results of this study are shocking: The average amount of time spent by these middle-class fathers with their small children was thirty-seven seconds per day! Their direct interaction was limited to 2.7 encounters daily, lasting ten to fifteen seconds each! That, so it seems, represents the contribution of fatherhood for millions of America's children.

Seemingly in reply, Socrates wrote: Could I climb the highest place in Athens, I would lift my voice and proclaim: "Fellow citizens, why do you turn and scrape every stone to gather wealth, and take so little care of your children, to whom one day you must relinquish it all?"

II. This week, we also celebrate a greater festival, the festival of the Trinity

A. Moses says God 3 times & tells us He’s One

1. Old Testament frequently uses triple repetition with God

2. “Holy Holy Holy”

B. We’re told to love this Lord

1. Not a baseless command

a. He’d saved the Israelites & brought them to the promised land

b. This is an excerpt from Moses’ speech before they entered, after 40 years in the wilderness

c. He saved us, too

i. Doesn’t just give us 37 seconds/day

ii. Gave us all His time

iii. We, like spoiled children, ran away

iv. He sacrificed His Son, Jesus, to bring us home

v. Sent the Holy Spirit to lead us back, since we’d become lost

2. With all your heart

a. Sincerity

i. Product of faith

ii. Comes from knowledge that you’re saved

1. Not out of fear

1. Luther: Works out of fear of death & hell don’t honor God

2. Extorted by death & hell & offer no merit or love

3. “He that fears hell enters it.”

2. Real love

1. Not something we necessarily feel

2. Yet it is motivation

3. Knowing the sacrifice made for us, how can we not love Him?

3. With all your soul

a. Without reservations

b. Your life & breath

c. All you say & do

i. More than just Sunday morning

ii. More than just lip service

iii. More than just going through the motions

1. No bonus points with God for coming to church

2. Remembering the Sabbath is more than just showing up at church

1. Paying attention to what’s being said & sung

2. Not being afraid to ask questions about the service or sermon (use the pew pad if need be!)

3. Believing it because it’s truth, not insofar as it’s truth

4. Showing your faith every moment of your life

4. With all your “muchness”

a. No “Jesus in the Trial Size”

i. Can’t rent him & try Him out before you buy

ii. Can’t live with Him for a while before you commit

b. All or nothing

i. Faith & faithfulness go hand-in-hand

ii. In Greek & Hebrew, it’s the same word

iii. If you’re “full of faith” you’ll be faithful to God’s Word & will

III. Part of that is sharpening your children

A. Put God’s Word in their hands & ears

B. Show them through your lives

1. Let them see you reading your Bible & participating in Bible study

2. Pray in front of them and for them

3. Let them know you’re praying for them

4. Treat God like a member of your family

a. Set aside time for Him

b. Be thinking about Him all the time

c. Worry when He’s not in your home

IV. Keep Him before you at all times

A. Seen those Jesus fish on cars?

1. Put one on your dashboard to remind you who you are

2. Have a crucifix tattooed to your cheek

3. Hang a cross around your neck--a really heavy one you can’t forget about

B. Or just stay in His Word

1. Read, Mark, Learn, & inwardly digest it

2. Memorize (Not just for catechumens any more!)

3. Always be ready to take a stand for your faith and know why
C. Remember that He loves you anyway

1. Let that same cross remind you how much He loves you

2. That He gave His only Son that you will live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Headband with cross hanging in face

Message: God wants us always to remember Him. How can we do that? Why do we? (†: He loves us)

Lesson Summary

The Psalm urges people to sing the praise of the Lord Who rules all things. The Old Testament Lesson proclaims that in contrast to the so-called gods of Egypt and other pagan lands, the true God is One, and Israel (the Church) is His people. The mark of their being His is His Word Which is to be held in high honor among them. But belonging to the family of God is not restricted to Jews only, it is open to all who have faith in Jesus Christ as the Epistle teaches. The Gospel tells of Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus who thought membership in the family of God was by physical descent. Jesus says, no, it is by spiritual rebirth. The Holy Triune God is not a tribal deity, He is God of all! It ends with the beautiful Gospel summary known to all. This series emphasis focuses on our status as children of God.

Preservice Lesson

Commandment 8: protecting your neighbor’s reputation. If your words will make someone look bad, don’t say it. Defend, speak well of, put the best construction on everything.
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