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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Deuteronomy 8:1-10, NIV) Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land--a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig-trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Fiddler on the Roof

A. “It’s no dishonor to be poor, but it’s no great honor, either.”

B. Israelites considered themselves poor, but they were very rich

C. About to enter the promised land, & God was preparing them

II. Follow commandments

A. So you may live

1. God is serious about His Law

a. We tend to downplay it

b. “Is God going to send me to hell over this one sin?”

c. “So? It’s not unforgivable!”

2. Not just “Follow my Law & you’ll be happy”

a. Following God’s Law can make us downright uncomfortable

b. Even painful

c. God knows what’s best for us: not necessarily what makes us happy

B. Possess the land

1. Followers of God are different from the nations

a. God is our ruler

b. We live differently (or we should)

2. Given a great inheritance

a. The land of Canaan

i. Full of great food

ii. Loaded with minerals & natural resources

b. Heaven

i. Eternal life

ii. Eternal joy in the presence of God

III. God’s been testing you, but He’s provided for you

A. This life can make us weary

1. Full of troubles

2. Faced with illnesses, injuries, and sorrow

3. Yet God is with us through our troubles

4. He helps us to see how much we need Him

5. Shows us how blessed we are

B. God provides in the midst of sorrow

1. Through poverty, we learn that there are riches greater than money

2. Through illness, we learn of God’s healing hand on our bodies and souls

3. Through disability, we learn to trust the rest of the Body of Christ

4. Through death, we learn of the resurrection

IV. Man doesn’t live by bread alone

A. Earthly blessings are wonderful

B. They can only take us so far

C. Bread provides health, but it doesn’t insure it

D. God’s Word gives eternal life & assures us of the same

V. God is bringing you into a good land

A. Note that there’s no mention of you walking to the good land

B. Emphasis is on God bringing us there

C. For the Israelites, God led them by a pillar of cloud & fire

D. For us, we’re brought to eternal life through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross

1. No way we could get to heaven by our own merits

2. Jesus alone has the merits to get into heaven

3. He handed them over to us on the cross

4. We have His recommendation because He paid the price for us

VI. When you are satisfied, give thanks

A. Are you satisfied with God’s blessings?

1. Are you glad that He has provided all you need for your body?

2. Are you thankful that He has given you a sound mind and people who love you?

3. Are you satisfied with the Son of God Who shed His blood for you on the cross to remove your sins?

4. Are you content with eternal life free from pain and sorrow?

B. Then give thanks

1. Not because you have to

2. Not because you should

3. Because you can in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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