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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is faith? Do you have faith? Where did you get faith? (Holy Spirit)

Message: God loved us enough to send Jesus to die for us, and He gives us faith to know that He loves us.

Faithful

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, (Ephesians 1:15-18, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today’s text is all about faith: belief and trust

B. Faith is a tremendous gift from God, which He gives us through the Gospel and the Sacraments

1. Faith is helps tremendously in coping with the disasters in our world, like so-called “acts of god” such as the tsunami in Asia

2. But more importantly, faith gives eternal life, a promise of freedom from this destructive world

II. Through this, I also, having heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and also your love for all the saints,

A. It’s important to understand that faith is a gift, not something we produce in ourselves

1. God produces faith in us through hearing the Gospel

2. He also uses the Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, to create and strengthen faith.

3. Were faith something that we do through a personal decision, then we could credit ourselves with our own salvation

4. Clearly, that is not the case—our salvation is completely a gift of God

B. But consider the example of the Ephesians

1. St. Paul had “heard about [their] faith and love for all the saints”

2. Faith isn’t something you can see

3. But you can see when it’s put into action

a) Is your faith expressed in such a way that you’ve developed a reputation of faith and love?

b) When people think of you, does your faith and your love spring to mind for them?

c) Or are you known for something else, something less?

d) For that matter, is our congregation as an organization known for our acts of faith and love?

III. do not cease giving thanks for you while making mention of you in my prayers,

A. St. Paul was thankful for their acts of faith and love

1. They were a blessing to Him

2. Not because they gave him money or other gifts, but because they expressed their faith where they were in their vocations

B. Because to a shepherd of the church, there is no greater gift than to express your faith wherever God has called you

1. And while that is sometimes through offerings and participation in the local congregation’s ministry,

2. More often, it’s through acts of service to your family, your neighbors, your coworkers, and anyone else you have the opportunity to serve

3. And in like manner, it’s through sharing the Gospel with your neighbor, whether by telling them yourself or, like St. Peter did for his brother Andrew, taking them to hear Jesus

C. And St. Paul, like any shepherd of the church, prays for them

1. He is thankful for their actions

2. But he prays for them simply because they are the redeemed of Christ

3. We can do nothing to earn listening ear, since we’ve already earned nothing but wrath by our sin

4. And yet, because of Jesus’ merits, He hears our prayers and answers them according to His good and gracious will

IV. so that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation and knowledge of Him.

A. God has given all things to Jesus

1. Our Savior is our Lord and King

2. And He holds us in His hands—His pierced, nail-scarred hands

3. And we can be sure that He reigns over us with absolute love and care, despite our unfaithfulness

4. And He even gives us that same crucified body and blood for the forgiveness of our unfaithfulness

B. And since His sacrifice would be useless were it not for faith to cling to that cross for forgiveness,

C. God sent the Holy Spirit to give saving faith

1. The Spirit gives us wisdom

a) Not wisdom as the world defines it

b) But wisdom that begins with the fear of the Lord

c) Wisdom that can trust in God’s goodness and love no matter what disaster befalls us

d) Wisdom that knows that God’s love is greater than the storm

2. And He also gives us revelation and knowledge of God

a) Of course, He only does this through His Word, the Bible

b) Nature and our conscience can tell us that there is a God

c) And they can tell us of His power and Law

d) But only Holy Scriptures can tell us of His love

e) And they do so through the Gospel of Jesus Christ

D. Knowledge of God is knowing that, in spite of our sin and unfaithfulness

1. God still loves us

2. He sent Jesus to die for us

3. And through the faith given by the Holy Spirit, we will live forever with God

a) Not cowering at His power

b) But rejoicing in His presence

V. enlightening the eyes of your hearts so you know what is the hope of His calling which [are] the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

A. Through faith, we can see our calling as a holy people

1. We have been made holy by being washed in the blood of the Lamb of God

2. We are holy because we have been dressed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness, which was given to us at our Baptism

B. And through faith, we have the sure and certain hope of eternal life with our Savior

1. Eternity in a new world, free from sin, free from deadly earthquakes and tsunamis

2. Free from death itself

C. Because our love and acts of faith don’t save us

D. Rather, the love of Christ and His faithfulness to the cross have saved us

E. And God will be faithful to you forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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