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Children’s Sermon

Object: Key ring

Message: Which of these keys will get you into my house? Which key gets you into heaven? Only one way to get into heaven. †

Waddayagottado?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ephesians 2:4-10) But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no-one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared in advance that we walk in them.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A young man came forward in a Gospel meeting, earnestly asking, "What can I do to be saved?" Knowing the man thought he had to accomplish something by his own efforts to gain redemption, the Christian worker responded to the anxious inquirer, "You're too late!" "Oh, don't say that," exclaimed the distressed seeker, "I really want salvation; I'd do anything or go anywhere to obtain it." "I'm sorry," replied the other, "you're too late for that. Your salvation was completed many hundreds of years ago at Calvary. It's finished work! He gives it to you freely through faith. Realizing his great debt was paid, the young man found peace by looking to the Savior and resting his all upon the grace of God."

A. For some reason, there’s a huge temptation to want to do something to be saved

1. Maybe it’s because most other things in life you have to work for

a. No such thing as a free lunch!

2. Maybe it’s because every other religion in the world teaches that you have to do something

3. Maybe it’s pride: “Look what I did!”

4. Or maybe, probably, it’s just sin

II. But God, being rich in mercy through His much love with which He loved us,

A. How does God love you?

1. (John 15:13) Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

2. When the Bible talks about salvation, it always begins with God

a. I recently told someone about a conversation I had with a woman who believed she could be saved by her own works

b. He said “Only works?”

c. He was implying that we are saved by a combination of faith and works

d. But salvation doesn’t just begin with God--He’s the whole thing!

B. and we, having been dead in our sins,

1. Can a dead man raise himself?

2. Only one ever has: Jesus

3. So if we were dead in our sins, there’s no way we could expect to save ourselves from that

a. God tells us that our natural will is constantly in rebellion to God

b. How many times a day do you rebel against God’s will?

i. In some factories, they have a sign saying how many days it’s been since the last accident

ii. How would you like a sign on you showing how long it’s been since you last rebelled against God’s will for you

iii. And what unit of measure would be used to show the length of time between sinful thoughts? Hours? Minutes? Seconds?

c. And you have the Holy Spirit in you to work the good!

d. But the fact is that what good works you are able to do are only the result of your God-given faith, so He alone gets the credit

C. He made [us] alive in Christ (by charity you (pl.) have been saved)

1. Even though we were dead in our sin, Jesus raised us out of that

2. That happened through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism

a. Because Baptism isn’t something we do

b. God is the doer in Baptism

c. God is the One Who washes away sin with water and His Word

d. And God is the one Who gives faith, life, and salvation

III. and raised us with Him and seated us with Him in the heavens in Christ Jesus.

A. In Baptism, we are Justified

1. That means that unjust (evil) people are made just (Good)

a. It’s easy to point fingers at people like Saddam Hussein and Osama Bin Laden, but by yourself, you are just as evil

b. You need Jesus just as much as they do

c. Any thoughts to the contrary prove the point

2. This past Friday, God brought another child, Kylynn Clary, daughter of Tiffany Burnett, to life through Holy Baptism

a. Because she needed to be justified, too, just like you

b. Because even little babies are born evil and need forgiveness

B. And Baptism is a foretaste of the coming resurrection

1. You were dead in your sin, and Baptism raised you to life, washing away your sin: the first resurrection

2. But at the same time, the life you’re given through Baptism assures you of a part in the second resurrection: eternal life in the new creation

3. You are a new creation now, but you will be remade at the end to be incorruptible

IV. So that He might show in the coming ages the exceeding riches of His grace in benevolence toward us in Christ Jesus.

A. By raising us now to be a new creation in Him, He is preparing us for the new creation

B. He not only makes us able to share in that, but to have a taste of that forgiveness and freedom in the Gospel now

C. And we are able as well to show the “exceeding riches of His grace” through showing that same grace and sharing that same Gospel with others

V. For by grace [/charity] you have been saved through faith, and this is not out of you [but] of God, a gift. not out of works, so that no one can boast.

A. Many mainline denominations completely ignore the Baptismal context of this passage and the words themselves

1. We are saved through faith (Given through Baptism)

2. And faith is not of yourselves—it’s a gift of God

a. Faith is not a human decision

b. Faith is not something you do

c. It’s a gift of God

3. Why is that important?

a. For one, credit where credit is due!

i. The Holy Spirit creates that faith

ii. Taking credit for what the Holy Spirit has done is dishonest!

b. More importantly, if faith is something you do

i. Then faith is a work

ii. And you are trying to be saved by your own work

iii. And you can’t be saved by your own works!

VI. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus by good works which God prepared before so that we walked in them.

A. What does this mean?

B. That we are created by God and recreated by Him through Holy Baptism

C. And the works He prepared beforehand are those of Jesus Himself

1. In Baptism, you are a new man

2. But Jesus is also called “The new Adam,” or “New man”

3. The works you do for the kingdom are really the works God does through you

4. He gets the credit, and you can’t count them to your account

D. But you don’t need your own works

1. Because Jesus did all the necessary work for you

2. He fulfilled the Law on your behalf

3. He died on your behalf

4. And He rose on your behalf so you can rise on the last day, too

5. So you are and will be a new creation in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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