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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ephesians 5:21-31, NIV) Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no-one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

 In her book The Key to a Loving Heart, Karen Mains includes a parable about the church titled "The Brawling Bride". It tells about the most climactic moment in a wedding ceremony. The families have been seated. The groom and his attendants are in their places. The minister is waiting, Bible in hand. The bridesmaids have come down the aisle. The organ begins the bridal march, and everyone rises. A gasp bursts from the guests. The bride is limping. Her gown is ripped and covered with mud. One eye is purple and swollen. Her hair is mussed. In the parable, the groom is Christ. "Doesn't He deserve better than this?" the author asks. His bride, the church has been fighting again.

II. Be subject to each other, wives to husbands as to Jesus

A. Not a popular directive these days

1. When Southern Baptist affirmed this statement, the world was in uproar

2. What if you have a lousy husband?

B. This submission is as to Jesus

1. He promises to take care of us

2. He promises to always love us

3. He has promised never to leave us

4. We trust in Him to keep those promises

III. Husband is the head just as Christ

A. What is Christ’s headship?

1. Iron hand? No.

2. Servant

3. Give love in whatever way needed

B. Husbands, as Christ has loved you, love your wife

1. Tall order

2. He is perfect

3. Never neglects, never is harsh

4. Since He has loved us so greatly, how can we do any less?

a. Here is a woman who has promised to trust you with her life

b. Why would you do anything to betray that trust?

IV. Wives subject to husbands

A. Doesn’t mean you’re lesser

1. Position of honor

a. He is your servant

b. All he requires of you is to trust him

c. With human husbands, when they don’t live up to Christ’s example, forgive them

2. In that same position with Jesus

a. Are we below Him? Yes.

b. Did He make Himself lower than us? Yes.

B. As a church, we are subject to Christ

1. That means setting aside our personal opinions about God & the Bible

2. It means letting God’s Word make us new instead of trying to manipulate the Word for our purposes

V. Husbands, love your wives: give life for them

A. If you women are chafing at the directive to submit to your husbands, notice what’s demanded of him

B. He is to give his life for you

1. Everything he does is for you

2. His whole life is to be service to you

3. He is responsible for his decisions

C. That’s exactly what Christ did for us

1. Gave up all His glory & honor

2. Became a man: poor & a servant

3. The God of the universe: just some guy from Nazareth

4. This same Jesus restored you to God

VI. Jesus gave His life for you

A. After becoming one of us, He took it another step: big step

1. Allowed Himself to be unjustly accused and killed

2. Was hanged on a cross because of our sin and rebellion

3. By doing so, He washed us clean

B. To sanctify you

1. Make holy

2. By Jesus’ being beaten & bruised, He took away our unworthiness

3. He cleaned up all our sin

4. Though still unworthy, He said, “I do” to us, the church

5. His words instead were, “It is finished,” and He died [pause] for His bride

C. Sanctified through water & the Word

1. Water is called the universal solvent

a. Can clean more than anything else

b. God can do even more with it

c. By combining it with the Word, water can even wash away sin

d. That’s exactly what happens in Baptism

e. Cleans us up so we’re ready to meet the groom, Jesus, face to face

f. That’s what He’s looking forward to

VII. Christ loves you because we’re one body

A. To lose anyone would be to lose a limb

1. He wants all people to be saved

2. He doesn’t want us divided, fighting amongst ourselves

B. Even when we try to divide Christ’s body, He unites us

1. We are the forgiven

2. We are the restored

3. We are one body in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Wedding Ring

Message: Where does it stop? I’ve promised to love my wife without stopping. God promised the same for us. No matter what human parents do, we can count on God.

Lesson Summary

This series tells us the child of God reveals faith by following God in life. The Psalm tells how God watches over the righteous and redeems them in His mercy. In the Old Testament Lesson, we see Joshua, the servant of God, calling the Israelites to join him in putting aside false gods and following the true God. The Epistle explains that the relationship of love between God and His church is to be the basis of our earthly family relationships. In the Gospel some turn away from following Jesus, but the disciples recognize Him as the only Source of hope and pledge to follow Him.
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