Why do you seek to be living among the dead?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ephesians 5:8-14, NIV) For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Old Fable

An old fable that has been passed down for generations tells about an elderly man who was traveling with a boy and a donkey. As they walked through a village, the man was leading the donkey and the boy was walking behind. The townspeople said the old man was a fool for not riding, so to please them he climbed up on the animal's back. When they came to the next village, the people said the old man was cruel to let the child walk while he enjoyed the ride. So, to please them, he got off and set the boy on the animal's back and continued on his way. In the third village, people accused the child of being lazy for making the old man walk, and the suggestion was made that they both ride. So the man climbed on and they set off again. In the fourth village, the townspeople were indignant at the cruelty to the donkey because he was made to carry two people. The frustrated man was last seen carrying the donkey down the road. 

II. Sin makes us darkness

A. Not just in darkness

B. Darkness itself

1. Stumble around, trying to sin secretly

a. Think it’s okay if we don’t get caught

b. Think as long as we don’t act on it, we’re okay

2. Can’t see the light

a. Our eyes adjust to the darkness: don’t realize we’re in it

i. It doesn’t bother us to see pain & death

ii. As the world suffers, we turn a cold shoulder to those in need

iii. We sometimes have to force ourselves to care

iv. Work & other distractions become more important than God & our fellow man

b. Light is painful, so we avoid it

i. Shows our sins, which we don’t want to see

ii. Shows a bright future, which seems too bright for us

3. Spread to others

a. Like pigpen in Peanuts, sinners carry a cloud of darkness with them

b. All who come near it are darkened: tempted

c. Our darkness threatens to darken others.

C. Darkness is comfortable

1. We sleep in darkness

2. But darkness of sin merits the sleep of death

III. Stop being darkness

A. Don’t do it

1. Avoid temptation

2. Stay away from a situation where you’ll be tempted

a. Don’t spend a lot of time alone with someone of opposite sex if you’re not married, especially at night

b. If someone makes you angry, walk away and pray for that person before you respond

c. Whenever you get jealous of something which belongs to someone else, take inventory of what you’ve been given

B. Don’t think it

1. Fill your life with light-bringing thoughts

a. Ink into your day-planner: Worship services, regular Bible Study & prayer time, and family time

b. Make a list of nice things your spouse does for you & why you’d never want to lose that person. Make it a running total each time something new happens. (Stop once you fill a notebook.)

c. While you’re at it, fill a notebook of nice things God has done for you, or read His list (the Bible)

2. Keep reminders of God’s love visible & change them around so they continue to be reminders

a. Makes us conscious of our sin

b. Help us avoid it

C. Don’t even talk about it

1. Marriages are constantly destroyed by a wrong word or 2

2. We like to share stories of our sins to gain acceptance

3. Only talk to God about them: confession

IV. We are light

A. Expose sin

1. Don’t just say, “That’s okay.”

2. Sin is an affront to God

3. Ever been so upset it made you nauseous? God feels worse than that every time we sin, no matter the sin.

4. It bothers Him so much, He gave up His Son to get rid of it

B. Shine the light of salvation

1. Goodness

a. Serving each other

b. Defending God’s Word

2. Righteousness

a. Keeping God’s commandments

b. Integrity in the face of opposition

3. Truth

a. Stopping the spreading of lies

b. Standing firm on what you’ve been taught

c. Speaking the truth in love

C. We don’t reflect God’s light, we transmit it

1. He removed the darkness from us by becoming that darkness

2. Replaced the darkness with light by giving us His light

3. When God sees us, He sees us shining with His own glory

4. He shines through us like light through a lens

a. His light shines on all people

b. Like a lens, we focus that light on specific people

i. Through a kind word

ii. Through a good deed

iii. Through a prayer for that person

V. Summed up in words of song

A. This little Gospel light of mine, I’m going to let it shine, all the time, let it shine. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Blindfold, Photo of Jesus

Message: Sin blinds us so we can’t see Jesus. God gives us faith so we can see what He’s done for us.

