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Armed to the Teeth

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ephesians 6:10-18, NIV) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Talking to an atheist this week

A. Said can’t prove Scripture by quoting Scripture

1. He’s right: circular argument

2. Best you can do is prove that it is consistent

B. Suggested finding another method of witnessing

1. That’s where I know what He can’t ever understand

2. The Bible is no ordinary book

3. Within its pages is the power of God

4. Jesus is in there.

II. Put on the full armor of God that you may stand

Thinking you can resist temptation with your bare hands is like trying to stop an 18-wheeler with your bare hands

A. Gird your loins with truth

1. Girdle/belt protects your mid-section

a. Part with the least protection

b. Quickly disables you if hit there

2. Our girdle is truth

a. If we know God’s truth, we won’t get the wind knocked out of us by false doctrine

b. When we are assaulted by Satan’s lies, we won’t be left speechless

c. The Word of God is the only source of truth

i. Science can’t give answers

ii. It can only give theories which can only be proven wrong, never right

iii. God’s Word gives us right answers, and we know we can trust them

iv. Either the Bible has the truth or God is a liar

B. Breastplate of righteousness

1. Breastplate protects our “vitals”

a. Without it, on hit with even a knife is enough to kill

b. Our own skin & ribs aren’t much help

2. Our breatplate is righteousness

a. Not something inside of us

b. Something we put on

i. Every morning, remember that you are baptised

ii. At your baptism, your sins were washed away

iii. When God looks at you, you’re squeaky clean: 100% perfect

c. How does righteousness keep us from getting killed?

i. (Romans 3:23, NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

1. One sin, like a knife, can kill us

2. One is enough to separate us from God forever

ii. (Romans 3:24, NIV) and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

1. Our sins are gone completely

2. Jesus paid the price in our place

3. He gave us His righteousness, restoring us to God

1. God rejected Him on the cross: get out of my face. I don’t know you.

2. Should’ve been me

3. Should’ve been you

4. Because our sin is gone, so is death: we will live forever

C. Bind your feet with the preparation of the Gospel of Peace

1. Put your shoes on

a. Protect your feet

b. Enable you to walk of sharp and prickly ground

2. The Gospel of Peace is our shoes

a. Because we know it’s Truth

b. Because we know that it gives eternal life

c. We can go share it with others

d. Don’t have to be afraid of what might happen

e. News is too good to keep to ourselves

i. If you found out that someone was giving away free stock, you’d want to pass it on

ii. Eternal life for free is a lot better than free stock

D. Shield of Faith

1. Roman Shield

a. Almost as large as a man—covered the whole body

b. Protected against anything thrown at them

c. Covered with leather & soaked in water to put out flaming arrows

2. Our faith protects us like that

a. Not something from within us

b. Gift of God

i. Belief that Jesus died in our place

ii. Trust that God accepted Him as our substitute

c. Faith reassures us that nothing is more powerful than God’s love

d. In our baptism, we were given faith: by the water of our baptism those fires were extinguished

E. Helmet of Salvation

1. Helmet, obviously, protects the head

a. A blow to the head can knock you cold

b. Leave you unable to protect yourself

2. Our helmet is Salvation

a. When reminded of our sin

b. We remember that we are saved by Jesus

F. Sword of the Spirit

1. Not just defensive

a. We have a weapon that has no defense: no protection from it

b. It can kill sinners

2. Our Sword is God’s Word

a. Rev. Robert Deruy put it well: “…to many people have a namby pamby Jesus who caters to everyone’s differences of opinion. That is not the real Jesus…He gets to the point quickly.”

b. We don’t have to be silent about our faith

c. We have the truth of God’s Word

d. That Word works faith in our enemies

e. It kills sinners and raises up saints in the same person

III. Pray in the Spirit

A. Keep watch

1. Having the best armor in the world won’t save us if we’re not wearing it

2. Constantly pray for God’s will, not ours

3. Constantly be in His Word

4. Don’t try fighting without your armor, including your weapon

B. Pray for the saints

1. Never give up

a. In medieval combat, battles were often determined by whomever got too tired first

b. Keep fighting for God

c. Keep doing God’s will

d. Keep trusting in Jesus alone for salvation

2. Remember that you’re not alone

a. Build each other up

b. Pray for each other to be in Christ

c. Stand as a united army against Satan, the enemy

IV. Conclusion

A. Ignore the advice of the atheist who doesn’t know God’s Word

B. Commit it to memory

C. Study it

D. Believe it

E. Share it with others

F. Don’t go anywhere without it. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: Do your parents love you?

How do you know?

Does God love you?

How do you know?

How do your parents show their love? God? (†)

"About the Liturgy"

Confession: “same saying”

Absolution: Jesus came for siners. “I forgive you all your sins”: Whatever you bind on earth...as if Jesus Himself we saying it
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