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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ephesians 1:3-6, NIV) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Y2K: No problem

A. Everyone amazed that nothing went wrong

B. Not that there was no problem

C. Problem been taken care of

1. Nothing specifically done by most of us

2. Hard work by a lot of people

3. We’re thankful that the lights stayed on & the toilet still flushes

II. God has blessed us in heavenly places

A. Apart from blessings here

B. Written our names in the Book of Life

C. Wonderful blessing, but doesn’t just work for when we die

1. Christianity not just for when you die

2. Maybe you live like that

a. In the middle ages, people waited to be baptized until on their deathbed

b. Today, many plan to become Christians at the 11th hour

i. Might die @ 10:30

ii. Jesus could come back at [check watch]

c. Missing out on so much

III. with every spiritual blessing

A. Faith

1. The rest flow from this

2. Knowing that we are sinners

3. Knowing that we don’t measure up to God’s standards

4. Doesn’t end there

5. Knowing that God saw our plight

6. Knowing that He sent Jesus to earn eternal life for us by dying on the cross in our place

B. Peace

1. Foremost of our destiny: eternal life with Jesus

2. More: knowing that He works all things to our good

3. Knowing that He’s here with us

4. Knowing that He hears our prayers & answers them

5. Knowing that the God of all creation loves you

C. Hope

1. No matter how bad things seem

2. No matter how bad the future looks (Y2K, etc.)

3. God is taking care of things

a. He has a plan for you to prosper

b. He won’t let anything get in the way of that plan

D. Love

1. The greatest of these blessings

2. If you don’t know Christ, you don’t really know love

a. Love is not a warm feeling or weak knees: infatuation

b. Love is not wanting to be with someone: desire or lust, depending on the circumstances

c. Love is not liking someone: you can love your enemies & not like them

3. Love is willingness to sacrifice anything for the object of your love

a. That’s what Jesus did for us

b. We’re thankful to Him for that

c. We try to share that kind of love with others

i. Being willing to die for even our enemies

ii. Sometimes giving up your life for someone doesn’t mean dying: making a sacrifice

IV. Chose us before creation to be holy & blameless

A. He selected us: “I want *you* to be with Me forever.”

B. We messed things up

C. He restored us to Him through Jesus

1. Jesus was holy & blameless for us

2. His holiness has been given over to us because He took our sin on Him: Even trade

D. Hand picked us to be His: never let us go

V. Adopted as Sons through Jesus

A. God gives all to us

B. Even though adopted, we are loved as much as the only begotten: Jesus

VI. Conclusion

A. Thank God for bringing us through another year

B. Thank Him even more because He will bring us through eternity. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Did your parents pick you? (No, given as gift)

Message: God chose you to be His & won’t let anyone take you away.

Lesson Summary

"About the Liturgy"

Prayer of the Church: If someone asked you for help, would you do it? What if 150 people asked you for the same thing? You’d be more apt. 

Allows us a chance to pray for each other & go to God with our requests, knowing He’ll hear us *In Jesus’ Name*.
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