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Children’s Sermon

Object: What is a Christian? Do you know any Christians?

Message: What’s so great about being a Christian? (Live forever) Because you’re so good? †

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Exodus 19:2-8, NIV) After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. The people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. There are 3 different common ways of numbering the 10 Commandments

1. The Roman Catholic method, which Luther adopted (being a RC monk) divides the coveting into two

2. The Reformed method, which most other Protestant churches use, divide our 1st commandment into 2: love God & no idols

3. But while the numbering method doesn’t matter doctrinally, the best numbering system I’ve seen is the Jewish system

a. They group together the first and last, then add another at the beginning

b. They add the verse of that chapter that precedes our first commandment, the prologue to the commandments, as their first “word”

c. (Exodus 20:2, WEB) “I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

d. They start, as God did, with a gospel statement: “I’ve already saved you.”

e. “Now here’s how you respond to My salvation.”

B. Today’s text is the chapter before the giving of the commandments

C. And this chapter puts all the commandments into perspective

II. After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.

A. Background

1. They’d been slaves in Egypt for 400 years

2. When the persecution was at its worst, God provided a savior: Moses, to set them free

3. He’d talked to Moses at this mountain, Sinai, through a burning bush

4. Then with plagues, parting the Red Sea, and other miracles, God used Moses to free the Israelites

5. Now, they’d returned to Mt. Sinai, the place where it all began

6. God had promised Moses that he’d worship at this mountain after all was done, and now, it was fulfilled

B. Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel:

1. Ever wonder why God didn’t speak to the people directly?

2. God is a mighty, powerful, pure & holy God

a. Truly understanding that, or encountering it firsthand, is terrifying to a poor, miserable sinner

b. Imagine making fun of a guy and getting him mad at you, then finding out he’s a Mafia don

c. Now multiply that fear infinitely

3. So instead, God uses mediators

a. He sent Moses to the Israelites

b. Later, He used the judges & prophets

c. And ultimately, He became the mediator between us and Him by becoming one of us: Jesus Christ

III. ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.

A. You see, our God is powerful

1. But He is not a God to be appeased, like throwing a virgin into a volcano to appease the volcano god

2. He is “strong to save”

3. He uses His power to our benefit, to save us from ourselves

a. That’s great news

b. So often, we get into trouble, and we think there’s nothing that can help us

c. “I’m beyond hope. There’s no way out.”

d. But God is more powerful than our problems

e. What problem could you possibly have that the Maker of heaven and earth can’t take care of?

f. If your problems are that big, your god is too small

g. You don’t know the true God

B. He saved thousands of Israelites from Pharaoh

C. He saved you from hell

IV. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.

A. God, purely by grace (undeserved love), chose Israel to be His chosen nation

1. Not because they were better than anything else

2. But the same reason He chose you to be His: grace

B. ‘Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’

1. God takes care of the whole world, but He had special plans for Israel

2. They would be priests

a. What is a priest?

b. Someone set apart by God to serve God and restore others to God through blood sacrifice

i. They were to bring others to God, to know His love

ii. They were to demonstrate God’s love through sacrifice

c. You, too, are a priest!

i. You have been given the command to bring others to God, to know His love & be saved

ii. You are to show God’s love through sacrifice: telling others about the sacrifice of Christ

3. And they would be holy: set apart as special

a. God repeatedly told them, “You’re not like the other nations.”

b. “Don’t act like them.”

4. We are called to be holy, too

a. That means not getting caught up in the world

b. That means not falling for the lies told by the world

i. That sex outside of marriage is okay

ii. That all roads lead to God

iii. That public figures’ private lives are our business

C. These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

1. What you hear from this pulpit is not my personal opinion

2. If I had the choice, I’d make things easier—it’d be easier on me to say, “Yeah, sure, whatever.”

3. But this is the Word of God

a. The same Word that He gave Moses

b. The same Word that spoke creation into existence

c. Power to be handled with respect, like a high voltage wire, not to be tossed around flippantly

V. So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak.

A. The people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.”

1. But they didn’t

a. They kept the gospel to themselves

b. They thought they were something special

c. They repeatedly chased after false Gods

d. They repeatedly fell for the lies of the other nations

e. And they forgot the Gospel

2. Most of the time, we’re the same way

a. We have the message of salvation

b. But when’s the last time you told someone about Jesus?

c. When’s the last time you told your kids?!?

d. God brings countless of people into our lives so we can share salvation with them

e. But we keep it to ourselves

f. “I’m a Lutheran!” Do your friends know what that means?

g. Do you?

B. So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.

1. Moses, the mediator, took their response back to God

2. Thankfully, though, God didn’t make His promises based on their actually keeping their promise

3. Instead, is spite of their chasing after the world

4. Instead, in spite of our chasing after worldliness

5. He sent Jesus to die for your sin

a. And because Jesus paid for your sin, God forgives and has forgotten your sin

b. So whatever your sin, no matter how great

i. If you haven’t kept yourself sexually pure (That includes lust, too!)

ii. If you’ve fallen for the false teachings so prominent in the world and in much of the Christian church today

iii. If you’ve been more concerned about others’ sins than your own

c. God has forgiven you

i. Remember “If your problems are that big, your god is too small”?

ii. Well, the same goes for your sin

iii. If your sins are that big, your god is too small

iv. Because God loves you

v. He died for all sins

vi. And He died for all your sins

vii. (Exodus 20:2, WEB) “I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

viii. “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.”

ix. You are forgiven, set free from sin in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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