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A Dinner Guest

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Exodus 24:3-11, NIV) When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.” Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.” Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Clean up the house!

A. When I was little, Mom would tell me to clean up

1. “Why, who’s coming?”

2. Dumb question for a kid to ask

3. “I just want the house clean!”

B. For guests: Make sure the house is clean

1. Pick up toys

2. Clear off the tables

3. Vacuum & Dust

4. Spotless

C. Make something to eat

1. Usually a bit better than average, at least

a. Wouldn’t usually make TV dinners

b. Maybe even make something you might not make just for you

II. It was time to clean up the Israelites & prepare for God

A. Been given the 10 Commandments

1. Not how to please God

2. Not how to get on His good side

3. How to thank Him for coming to save them

B. Promising to obey wouldn’t be enough

1. It’s a start: penitence
a. Sorry for their previous sin

b. Wishing to try again (Get another chance)

2. Doesn’t pay the price for the sins

a. Still punishment to be handed out

b. Justice must be served

C. God provided a solution

1. Blood of the Covenant

a. Animal dies for the sin of the people

b. Animal rights groups would be upset

c. Not really fair

d. One or the other, though

2. Blood washes away the sin

a. Can’t forgive sin without the shedding of blood

b. Israelites relied on that shed blood to wash away their sin

c. Faith that God would accept the animals’ blood instead of their own

D. Israelites could dine in God’s presence

1. Elders went up on the mountain

2. Stood before God

a. Obviously, God’s glory was hidden

b. Normally, no one can stand before God, no matter what

c. By having their sins washed away, they could

d. Even ate with Him, considered a very intimate action

i. Usually reserved for close friends, family, or allies

III. We are the new Israel under the new covenant

A. Been given the 10 Commandments

1. Not how to please God

2. Not how to get on His good side

3. How to thank Him for coming to save us

B. God provided a solution for us, too

1. Blood of the new covenant

a. Not animals, which only cover sin temporarily

b. Blood of the Son of God washes sin away completely

i. Provided a permanent solution

ii. Allows all people to be saved

iii. One time for all ages

C. We can dine in God’s presence

1. Given a meal of Jesus’ body & blood

a. Same body broken for us on the cross

b. Same blood that washes away our sin

2. Canceled check

a. Proof of the atonement

b. Assurance that we are saved from our sins

c. Promise that God has forgiven us in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Lesson Summary

The Old Testament Lesson recounts Moses' meeting with God prior to building the Ark of Testimony. The people dedicate themselves to the service and worship of God and are sanctified by sprinkling with blood from sacrifices. After this, God reveals His glory. The epistle lesson stresses the unity we have through the Sacrament of the Altar and goes on to warn against its abuse. The Gospel recounts the events of Jesus' last celebration of the Passover with His disciples, including the institution of Holy Communion.
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