Broken

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, "There is the sound of war in the camp." Moses replied: "It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing that I hear." When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it. (Exodus 32:15-20, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I.
Introduction: God’s gift of the Law

A.
Allows us to please God

B.
Lays it out in black & white

1.
Yes, there is right & wrong

2.
We already know it: written on our hearts

3.
God clarifies it for us

II.
Our response: Sinners before we even hear the Law

A.
Conceived in sin

1.
Continue to break our relationship w/ God

2.
Don’t have to teach children how to misbehave

B.
Most often break the First commandment

1.
Work

2.
Family & friends

3.
Toys

4.
Pride

III.
God’s response

A.
Condemnation: wages of sin is death

B.
Drink what we deserve: Punishment & Consequences

1.
We don’t like to think of God as just & vengeful (But He is)

2.
We prefer “As long as you believe in something.” or “As long as you’re sincere.” (But He’s not)

C.
Concern

1.
Sees His people seeking life from wood & metal (& plastic)

2.
Knows we can’t be saved by that

3.
Sent His Son to die on a wood cross w/ metal nails

IV.
Our Response: We can share the Gospel

A.
Deeds

1.
Good to avoid being a stumbling block “Are you going to be in heaven? Then I don’t want to go.”

2.
Don’t save (You or them)

3.
Can easily become idols (Cross necklaces, etc. as luck charms)

B.
Words

1.
Gospel saves

2.
Silence kills souls

V.
Conclusion

A.
God worries about us.

B.
He has comfort for us

1.
Jesus body was broken just like the Law, just like our relationship with God

2.
He was restored, as is our relationship with God

3.
He drank our cup of misery that we might drink the water of life

4.
That’s good news. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Drowning

Message: What can save you?

Rock, soda can, etc.?

Only God saves us from sin through Jesus

