When God Repented

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance for ever.’” Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. (Exodus 32:7-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Whose are we?

A. Review Golden Calf story

B. God disowns them: “Moses’ people”

C. Like parent of a naughty child

II. God has made promises to us

A. Remain with us: comfort & guide

B. Power to resist temptation

C. Forgive our sin & take us to heaven

III. We look elsewhere to find their fulfillment

A. Seek comfort in drugs, alcohol, food, other addictions

B. Seek guidance from worldly philosophy

C. Claim we can’t resist, so we don’t: give in

D. Works: Make deals with God

IV. God is the only one we can count on

A. Addictions destroy bodies, minds, relationships, faith

B. Human logic is ALWAYS inferior to God’s wisdom

C. Enables us to resist temptation: can if we want to

D. Did the works for us in Jesus

V. Conclusion: Need to trust in God’s promises

A. Imagine if your spouse or best friend got tired of waiting for you to come home from work

B. That’s how God feels when we turn from Him

C. He gets angry with us, but Jesus pleads on our behalf

D. We turn to our Father and say, “I love you, Daddy.”

E. He forgives, not because we deserve it, but because He loves us.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Leave kids to wait a minute

Message: Discuss how we sometimes need to wait for God to answer our prayers.

Prayer: Thanks for answering our prayers, help us be patient.

