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Children’s Sermon

Object: This is St. Paul’s Lutheran church. Anyone know who St. Paul is?

Message: He was a man who was very mean to people who loved Jesus, but Jesus forgave Paul, and he spent the rest of his life telling people what I want to tell you today: that Jesus died on the cross to take away all of your sins. Do you have any sins left? Will you sins today? When you do, since you believe that Jesus died for you, those sins are gone, too.

Shepherds of God’s Flock

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ezekiel 34:11-16) “‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and make them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today, we celebrate the ministries of Saints Peter and Paul

1. In the Lutheran Church, we don’t pray to saints because the Bible says we should only pray to God

2. But we thank God for Christian examples, as well as the reality that, were it not for the courage of the Apostles to preach the Word, there would be no Christian church today, and you would be going to hell

B. So why use an Old Testament text to celebrate the ministry of a New Testament saint?

1. Because all of God’s Word needs to be taken as a whole

2. And because Ezekiel spoke of pastors (the word “pastor” means “shepherd”) like Peter and Paul

3. And Ezekiel speaks to us as well, words of warning, and words of comfort

II. For thus says the Lord Yahweh, "Hey, I will search for My sheep and seek them.

A. The leaders of Israel in Ezekiel’s day had been very bad shepherds

1. They led the people to worship idols

2. It landed the entire nation in captivity in Babylon, captured by King Nebuchadnezzar

B. So God says through Ezekiel, “I will find My sheep

1. When your leaders fail you, you are not alone

2. Were man to try to save you, you’d be in horrible trouble

a. No human being can give you faith

b. No matter how persuasive a pastor might be in his sermon and teaching, he cannot create faith in you

c. Only the Holy Spirit, God, can bring a lost soul to saving faith

d. And that’s exactly what He does through His Word and Sacraments

i. When you’re suffering & struggling, He doesn’t tell you, “You’d better get some more faith.”

ii. That would be like trying to get more propane in the tank by telling the tank it needs to stop being so empty

iii. He Himself comes to you to strengthen and comfort you

III. As a shepherd seeks his herd in the day in the midst of his scattered flock, so I will seek My sheep and deliver them from all the places to which they are scattered on a dark and cloudy day.

A. Have you ever had one of those dark and cloudy days?

B. When things go bad, what’s your response?

C. When you feel threatened, how do you handle it?

1. St. Peter felt threatened on the night Jesus was arrested, and he denied knowing Jesus

2. Instead of picking up the cross of the stigma of being a follower of Jesus, He scattered

3. And all too often, we follow that example: avoid the subject

D. But Jesus, the Good Shepherd, when faced with the cross, didn’t drop it and scatter

1. He carried your cross to gather you back into the fold

2. Imagine if Jesus had said, “Cross? Me? No, wrong guy!”

3. Now imagine what’ll happen to your friends and family whom God sent you to share the Gospel with if you drop your cross and scatter

4. Scattered sheep can’t lead other scattered sheep back to the fold, because they’re just as lost

5. So Jesus, God Himself, came to seek out and save us

IV. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the earth and shepherd them on the mountains of Israel by the streams and in all the inhabited places of the land.

A. Wherever you are right now

1. Regardless how much you’re suffering

2. Regardless of how great your sin

a. St. Paul had made a living out of murdering Christians, just for being Christians—he was famous all over for it

b. But God forgave him

c. St. Peter denied his Lord when Jesus needed support the most

d. But God forgave him for it

e. You know what your sins are, how great and how awful they are, and so does God

f. But God forgave you for them—all of them

3. Regardless of what you’ve lost in this life or what your struggles are

a. St. Paul was persecuted and suffered physical ailments his whole life

b. St. Peter was imprisoned and finally crucified

4. The shepherd will come to gather you up in His loving arms

B. The whole reason Jesus came to find you and bring you out of your sin is to bring you home

1. When you lie down the last time, you’ll find yourself lying down in green pastures, not a cold grave

2. Because the Shepherd laid down His life for you
V. In a good pasture I will shepherd them, and in the mountain height of Israel will their dwelling be. There, they will lie down in a good grazing ground and pasture in the rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.

A. And the beauty of this is that, not only will we be reunited with the saints who have gone before us

1. Like St. Peter & St. Paul

2. Like your family and friends who are saints of God as well, waiting on God’s Holy mountain with the saints of old

B. But God is there as well

1. The mountain here is a reference to the place of the temple

2. The place where God is

3. Jesus Himself is the temple, the place you can point to and say, “God is there for me”

a. And already we know that presence

i. In His Word [point to lectern] God is right there!

ii. Through your Baptism [point to heart] God is right there!

iii. In the Lord’s Supper [point to altar] God is right there!

b. And when we go home to God’s pasture to be reunited with the saints, we will look straight ahead, look God in the face, and be able to say, “God, you’re right here for me.”

VI. "I will pasture My sheep, and I will lay them down," says the Lord Yahweh.

A. Our God is a “hands on” God

B. He doesn’t send others to do anything He’s not willing to do Himself

1. When I worked at McDonald’s, I was always impressed when the owner would stop by during the lunch hour, put on an apron, and flip burgers with us to help us out.

2. God took it one step further: He did the job for us

C. He didn’t send someone else to take care of our dirty sins

1. Since we couldn’t get free from ourselves, He knew we couldn’t do it

2. The Jehovah’s Witnesses say that Jesus is an angel who became man for us, but that’s not what the Bible says

3. Jesus is God Himself Who took on the filth of our sin and paid the penalty we deserve

D. The apostles didn’t send someone else to get the message out

1. They went themselves and took every opportunity to tell people about Jesus

2. No matter what it would take, whether it be to a large crowd or the guy down the street, they made sure everyone they knew would know about Jesus, that He died for them and is the only way to heaven

E. We can’t wait for someone else to share the Gospel with our friends and neighbors

1. At the Iowa East Convention I was at this weekend, our Synodical president, Dr. Kieschnick was there

2. And in his presentation, he shared a truth that cut me to the bone, and I’ll share it with you:

3. “It is unacceptable that we are surrounded by people who don’t know Jesus Christ as their Savior. Unacceptable! And we’re surrounded by them!

4. What are we doing, and why are we so comfortable with that status quo?!

5. Why aren’t we willing to do anything about it?

6. Why aren’t we willing to face persecution or climb out of our personal comfort zones?

7. Instead, we sit back and watch the people around us slip away into hell!

8. And then we, who are guilty of murdering countless souls,. have the audacity to point to the murderers in the news and say what evil people they are?!

VII. "The lost I will seek, and the banished I will restore, and the broken I will bind, and the infirm I will strengthen. And the rich and the strong I will destroy; I will pasture them with judgment."

A. To those who get comfortable on the suffering of others, God has promised destruction

1. If you are popular because you haven’t risked that popularity by sharing Jesus with those who look up to you,

2. Then God has promised that you will be destroyed

3. If you are comfortable because you are resting on the corpses of family and friends who are still dead in their sins,

4. You will find yourself sharing their fate

B. But to those sheep who are battered and broken,

1. Those sheep who realize your sins of, as Dr. Kieschnick put it, “Commission, omission, and no mission”

2. Those sheep who know that you are personally responsible for more than one person being in hell or on the way because you didn’t tell them how to stay out

3. Those sheep who know that you are lost and cry out to God for mercy on your corrupt soul

C. God has promised to seek you and to save you

1. When Peter was broken by the realization that he’d denied Jesus, Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

a. He was saying to Peter, “You failed, but I forgive you.”

b. “I have confidence in you that you are a new creation, so I’m going to allow you to go tell people and succeed this time.”

2. When Paul realized that it was his Lord he was persecuting and murdering, Jesus forgave him and enabled him to give life instead of death

3. And even though the blood on your hands flows as freely as that from Stephen when Saul (St. Paul before his conversion) ordered his stoning,

a. He has forgiven you as well

b. He has allowed you to remain in this world that you, too, may know and share His love

c. And knowing that you’ll often fail, He keeps forgiving you

d. Because the blood on your hands flowed from His hands, feet, and side

e. That you may have life in His name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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