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Children’s Sermon

Object: Find a spot higher than the children’s reach but within pastor’s reach. Choose a child to try to reach the spot. (Pick a child who will be willing without asking for volunteers.) When he can’t, lift him up, take his hand, and put his hand on the spot.

Message: Did you do anything to touch that spot? Getting to heaven is like that. We can’t reach it ourselves. God does all the work (on the cross).

A voice loud enough to wake the dead

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ezekiel 37:1-14, NIV) The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me to and fro among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ever feel like you’re talking to a wall?

1. Trying to convince someone of your point of view

2. Trying to talk to someone who’s distracted by something else (TV, etc.)

B. God illustrates this beautifully in today’s text

1. But He tells Ezekiel to talk to a bunch of dead, dried up bones

2. But God gets better results

II. The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.

A. He led me to and fro among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley,

1. These bones represent God’s people in two contexts

2. Israel, who’ve been in captivity for many decades

3. Us, the church, the New Testament Israel, who are often in captivity to sin

B. bones that were very dry.

1. They’d been dead a long time

2. Israel, far from home, felt like they’d died

3. We’ve been captives of sin since Adam & Eve first sinned

III. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”

A. I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

1. Ezekiel answers well

2. Under normal circumstances, by our abilities, long-dead bones cannot be raised to life

3. But Ezekiel knows that nothing is impossible for God

B. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!

1. How can dry bones hear the Word of God?

2. What is this Word we’re talking about?

a. Same Word that spoke creation into existence

b. Same Word that became flesh and died for us

c. Yes, this Word can raise the Dead

d. When you were dead in your sin, it raised you to new life: Born again

C. This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life.

1. How do the dead come to life?

2. How did Israel “come to life?”

a. Shortly after this message, God used Cyrus, King of Babylon, to announce freedom for Israel

b. It was God’s Word through a pagan king (God is the doer. He can even use unlikely people like pagan kings--and you.)

3. How do we come to life?

a. Note that this text doesn’t seem to be speaking of a literal resurrection (not this text, anyway—plenty of others do)

b. Our release from captivity, though, also comes through the Word of God

i. Spoken as you are hearing it right now

ii. Proclaimed at the beginning of the service in Holy Absolution

iii. Proclaimed in private confession of the sins that weigh you down

iv. Read from the Bible

v. Given through the sacraments: Baptism & the Lord's Supper

vi. Frees us repeatedly

D. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”

1. It’s through salvation that we know Yahweh, the Lord, the only true God

2. Israel knew Him by His freeing them from Babylon

3. We know Him through the gift of the Holy Spirit

a. That gift is faith

b. Given to us when we’re born again through water & the Word in Holy Baptism

c. Through faith, we know this God

d. Only through faith can we know this God

IV. So I prophesied as I was commanded.

A. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.

1. As Ezekiel speaks, the bones start rattling

2. Word of their freedom goes through the Israelite people

3. Word of our freedom is spread throughout the World as you Christians share your faith 

B. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

1. Sadly, not all who are saved by God enjoy their freedom

2. Some in Israel were released, but they didn’t give God the credit

3. Jesus died for all people, but most people in the world reject the gift He gave us: they’re still dead—no breath (Spirit) in them

a. No Holy Spirit=no faith

b. No faith=dead in your sin

V. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’”

A. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army.

1. Such is the Power of God’s Word

2. He is able to overcome our obstinance

3. Even the willfully dead can be raised

a. Have you ever thought of someone as a lost cause?

b. No such thing to God: His Word doesn’t return empty

c. But if no one shares the word, that “lost cause” will be lost forever

B. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’

1. By ourselves, we have no hope

2. Israel had no hope of being set free from captivity

3. We have no hope to save ourselves from our sin

VI. Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.

A. Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them.

1. Remember how I said this text isn’t specifically a resurrection text?

2. Well, it’s not, but there’s a close parallel

B. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live,

1. Through faith, you have life

2. You will live forever, not just as spirits, but with bodies: raised like Jesus was raised

3. You have that life-giving faith through the faith that comes to you when God puts His Spirit in you through Word & Sacrament

C. and I will settle you in your own land.

1. God will take you to heaven and the New Creation at the Resurrection

2. Jesus earned that for you, giving up His life in your place

D. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”

1. When God proclaims forgiveness, it’s done

2. “I have forgiven your sins.”

3. “I have restored you to me.”

4. “I give you eternal life in Jesus’ name.” Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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