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TREE OF CURSE & PROMISE
Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Galatians 3:6-14, NIV) Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no-one is justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. A couple years ago, I met Annette

1. I was talking to her husband outside their home

2. We were talking about eternal life

3. She joined in on the conversation with, “I’m not an optimist.”

4. We went in and sat around the kitchen table, and we talked about free salvation

a. Her response startled me: “No, you have to do something.”

b. I was almost defensive: “That’s not what the Bible says.”

c. “Sure. Look at the stories. What about Abraham & Isaac?”

d. We looked at the story, and I showed her the ram in the thicket that served as Isaac’s substitute sacrifice.

e. “Just like Jesus”

f. We spent an hour studying Scriptures together, the three of us and their three small daughters

B. Tonight, St. Paul again calls us to look to the example of Abraham

1. But Paul informs the Galatians, and us, that the example of Abraham was not his works

2. It was his faith

a. Faith that caused him to stop by a tree and worship God

b. Faith that looked to a tree in the future where his sin would be paid for

II. Consider Abraham:

A. “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

1. Abraham was not a good man

a. He lied about his marriage

b. He tried to force God’s hand in keeping His promises

2. At the same time, Abraham was perfect

a. Because God had given him faith

i. Faith that picks up & moves to an unknown land

ii. Faith that trusts God to provide a child to an elderly couple who have been barren their entire lives

iii. Faith that is willing to sacrifice that child, knowing that God could somehow keep His promise of many descendants

3. Abraham was a sinner, but his sin was paid for

B. Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.

1. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,

a. The Jews of the 1st Century & before thought they could boast about their ancestry

b. But God has opened the kingdom to all believers, not just Jews

c. Because salvation is through faith, not ancestry, whether it be Jewish or German

2. and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.”

a. Here is how the Old Testament people were saved

b. Faith in the promised Savior

c. Faith that He would make the ultimate sacrifice

d. Faith that His sacrifice would be sufficient to pay for the sin of the whole world

3. So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

a. Since works don’t enter into the equation, Abraham was no better than any of us

b. We’re all sinners, but we’re given the gift of faith through the Word of God

III. All who rely on observing the law are under a curse,

A. for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”

1. Harsh words

a. Have you continually done everything written in the Book of the Law?

b. No? You’re cursed!

2. Such is God’s nature: righteous & holy

a. Everything we’re not

b. Everything we can never hope to accomplish

c. No matter how hard we try, we’re still under a curse

d. Nothing we can do about it

B. Clearly no one is justified before God by the law,

1. because, “The righteous will live by faith.”

a. Nothing we can do, but something God has already done

b. Abraham, because of the gift of faith God gave him, is in heaven today

c. By the same gift, we can expect the same reward

2. The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.”

a. In other words, there are technically 2 ways to be saved

i. Complete 100% obedience to God your whole life

ii. Or faith in Jesus and His complete 100% obedience on your behalf

b. But since we’re conceived in sin, our options are narrowed down considerably

IV. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us,

A. for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”

1. Here we come to the theme

2. Jesus was cursed

a. Mocked and persecuted by His own people, His own creation

b. Rejected and cursed by God Himself

i. Because Jesus put Himself under that Law

ii. Put Himself under the curse in your place

iii. Was hanged on a tree to face the curse of your sin

iv. Because He was cursed on that tree, you are no longer under that curse: you are free

B. He redeemed us

1. in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus,

a. Because Jesus didn’t just die for a select group of people

b. He hung on that tree for each of you, no matter who you are

2. so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.

a. Through Jesus being cursed on a tree, God made you a promise

b. He saved you from the curse of sin and has promised you eternal life.

V. Conclusion

A. When I left Annette’s house, I asked her, “So how do you get to heaven?”

1. “You die.”

2. “But can you earn it?”

3. “Of course not! That’s what we’ve been talking about!”

4. A few months later, that family showed up on Easter Sunday, and that Easter, we began our service by baptizing their three children

5. And just as He did with you, He took away the curse from those three little girls that day in the waters of Holy Baptism. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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