An Even Exchange

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. (Galatians 4:4-7, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. That time of year

A. Stores are flooded with people

B. All have arms full of Christmas gifts

C. All wanting to exchange them for something they really wanted.

II. Although the Christmas programs vanished from the airwaves at midnight Christmas night, for us, it’s still Christmas

A. We still remember that we were slaves to sin

1. We could never buy ourselves out of slavery

2. The chains were to tight for us to run away

3. We were trapped

B. We also remember that God sent a Savior

1. Born of a woman

a. Just like us

b. A perfect substitute

2. Born under the Law

a. Kept it perfectly

b. Paid the price for our disobedience

c. Gave us the reward: Adoption

III. We are Sons

A. No longer slaves to Sin

1. God doesn’t see us as Sinners

2. When He looks at us, He sees Jesus

3. We don’t have to sin anymore

4. The Holy Spirit enables us to resist temptation

B. We like those chains

1. Chains give us security, like a child’s blanket

a. “No way I could ever tell the truth now—I’m in too deep!”

b. “What they don’t know won’t hurt them.”

c. “I had no choice.”

2. Freedom makes us nervous

a. Heaven seems scary because it’s new to us

b. As sinners, freedom is alien to us: going from total corruption to purification is a shock

C. Jesus eases the transition

1. He comes into our hearts & makes us more comfortable with God

2. He prays on our behalf when we forget

3. Through Word & sacrament, He gives us a taste beforehand

IV. Rejoice in Your inheritance

A. You didn’t earn it, but it’s yours nonetheless

B. Jesus paid so you could have it

C. We thank & praise Him for our salvation. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Tape & a rope

Message: Put some tape down as a finish line

Have 2 racers: tie one down

Sin ties us down: Jesus freed us by being born as a baby & dying on the cross for us so nothing can keep us from heaven

