Slaves to Freedom

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbour as yourself." If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Independence Day Last Week: Fireworks

B. Independence Day  for Xns: Earthquake

II. We were slaves: Flesh

A. Sin

1. Keeps us from pleasing God

2. Bad Habits: Don’t Care

3. Never Know Real Joy

B. Death

1. “Dying from the minute we’re born”: No, born dead

2. Only Fear death

III. We are free: Spirit

A. Sin

1. On God’s good side

2. Can thus please God

3. Holy Spirit enables us

B. Death

1. Still don’t like death (Not God’s Plan)

2. Have nothing to fear

IV. We are slaves: Spirit

A. Responsibility

1. Rights vs. Responsibility

2. Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:1-2, NIV).

B. Joy

1. Thanks

2. Trust: OT Earring

V. Conclusion

A. Love someone…set them free: God sets us free from sin, not from Himself

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

