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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Explain the Trinity.

Message: Which person of the Trinity died to take away our sins? †

Trinity in Creation

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day”, and the darkness he called “night”. And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s been said regarding life on other planets, “Sometimes I think we're alone in the universe, and sometimes I think we're not. In either case, the idea is quite staggering.” (The originator of the quote is in question)

B. But the same can be said, and even more staggering, of God

1. Either we’re alone, appeared here totally by chance, like an exploding pile of bricks falling into the shape of a house in a Popeye cartoon

2. Or we are created

a) And if we are created—and Newton’s model seems to be excellent evidence of that

b) Then we owe something to our Creator

(1) And the Bible tells us not only Who that creator is

(2) But what we owe,

(3) What we failed to pay

(4) And most importantly, what our Creator did about it

II. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

A. There are certain things that God sends others to do—angels, prophets, pastors, even His enemies

B. But other things He takes care of Himself

1. Creation is one of those things

a) And this being Trinity Sunday, it’s important to note that not just the Father was involved in the creation of the universe

b) John 1 tells us that all things were created through the Son,

c) And the Spirit shows up in the next verse, but we’ll get to Him in a minute

2. But what we see here is already God’s love and dedication to His creation

a) Our God is not “watching us from a distance” as the popular song tried to convince us a few years ago

b) He is not like a clockmaker who makes the clock, winds it up, and sets it on a shelf

c) He is and always has been intimately involved with us from “In the beginning,” beyond which our minds cannot fathom

d) In fact, He was “with us” before the creation and had already worked out the plan for our salvation before He said, “Let there be…”

III. And the earth was formless and empty, and darkness was over the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God rested over the surface of the waters.

A. This is our “hands-on” God

1. God the Holy Spirit was “brooding over” the earth (like a mother hen broods over her chicks) when it was still lifeless

2. How much more will He care for us once He has created us?

B. How intimately involved is the Holy Spirit?

1. Notice how, at the first mention of Him, He’s associated with water?

2. Think about how many times the Holy Spirit is either

a) Associated with water, like here and in Baptism

b) Or else described in “watery” terms, like “poured out”

3. The word “Spirit” means “breath” or sometimes “life” because if you have no breath, you have no life

4. But the same is true of God’s Holy Spirit: if you don’t have God’s Spirit, you’re dead and will die for eternity

5. But God has poured out His Spirit on you in your Baptism as we heard from Peter in last week’s Pentecost lesson

6. He is more deeply, intimately part of you than the air you breathe that is found in every red blood cell and consequently every living tissue in your body

7. Because in that temple to the Spirit that you call “your” body, God Himself has taken up residence, not to mention in your soul

IV. And God said, "Let light happen," and light happened.

A. Note how God created—God said, and it happened

B. God didn’t need construction vehicles—He created “ex nihilo” (out of nothing)

C. God is capable of creating where there was nothing

1. He can bring good out of nothing

2. He can bring good out of bad

3. He can even create pure and holy saints with eternal life from “poor miserable sinners” who are dead in their sin

D. And how does He do it? Through His Word!

1. He made you and everything that exists through His Word

2. And when that creation got corrupted by our sin, He sent His Word into human flesh to become the man Jesus Christ—the Creator of all things became His own creation while retaining His divinity—even though He was and is human, He was and is still the infinite God, still with each and every one of us.

E. And His Word is still with us not only through our Baptism, but through the greatest “Best Seller” of all time, the Bible

1. And while we take it for granted because we have such easy access to it,

2. The bookshelf in the back of this room is more powerful than the largest military arsenal in the world

3. This is the same Word of God that spoke creation into existence

4. This is the same Word of God that called Lazarus out of the grave

5. This is the same Word of God that raised you out of death in sin to eternal life in Christ

6. This is the same Word of God that will one day—maybe today—raise every person who ever lived from the grave

7. And this is the only weapon that can fend off the devil

F. Because God is still saying, “Let light happen” through His Word

1. It happened in your life through your Baptism

2. And it happens every time you hear the Gospel

3. The light of eternal life shines to you

4. And when you serve your neighbor, that light shines through you to illuminate whatever darkness exists in your neighbor’s life, whether unbelief or just plain stress

V. God saw the light, that it was good, and He made a separation between the light and the darkness.

A. God called the light “good,” which to God means, “perfect”

1. Even the darkness was good when He separated them

2. Because that was before sin—and there was nothing scary hiding in the darkness

3. And there was nothing shameful for us to hide in the darkness

B. So God placed us in this perfect world with His perfect light

1. And this amazing, pristine world was given to us purely as a gift

2. But it took us not long at all before we corrupted it

3. Because perfect just isn’t good enough for us

4. If it were, we wouldn’t keep choosing sin over God’s perfect will

C. But God did separate the light from the darkness

1. So the question is, which do you prefer?

2. You choose the darkness of sin on a regular basis

3. But Jesus is the light of the world

4. And He shines the light of His forgiveness even on those who repeatedly choose darkness

VI. And God called the light "day", and the darkness He called "night". And evening happened, and morning happened: one day.

A. Let’s get one thing out of the way: the original Hebrew here doesn’t say, “The first day”—it says “one day”

1. It doesn’t say, “A period of millions of years represented by a day”

2. It very specifically says, “One day” (And yes, the Hebrews have a word for “epoch” or “age” that God could’ve used had it taken Him more than one 24-hour day

B. But choosing Darwin’s so-called wisdom over God’s eyewitness account shows how easily we embrace the darkness

C. But even though we are quick to embrace the darkness, the Father sent His Son to be conceived by the Holy Spirit in Mary while she was still a virgin

D. And this Son, who would be named “Jesus,” was born to die for you

E. And by His death and by the Holy Spirit in your Baptism,

F. You are a new creation, perfect before God because of Jesus’ merits on your behalf

G. And you have been raised to a new life of faith and salvation

H. And one day, when all creation passes away, You will be raised as Christ was to live in God’s new creation forever.

I. Staggering, isn’t it?

J. And it’s true in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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