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While Shepherds Watched: Abraham

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 12:1-3, NIV) The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Shepherd led like a sheep

A. Nothing special about Abram

1. Simple Shepherd in Ur (Babylon)

2. Like any sheep, liked to go astray

3. God called Him out to go

4. Knew there was a destination, but never been there

B. God gave Abram faith

1. Able to follow God

2. Able to lead others to God as well

a. Lot

b. Sarai & family

II. Abram was blessed by God

A. Great Nation

B. Bless you

C. Make name great

D. Be a blessing

E. Bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you

F. In you all generations will be blessed

III. We tend to stray like sheep

A. We’re sinners

B. We are attracted to “greener grass”

1. Get rich quick schemes like gambling

2. Temptation to find own way through life

C. Could be where wolves are found

1. Satan tricks us

2. Need to fight Him off with the Word

3. Necessary to know it first

IV. In Christ, we follow God like sheep

A. Because He knows His plan for us

1. Plans to lead us in His paths

2. Plans to save us & spend eternity with us

B. Because we want to thank Him for saving us

1. For giving us a fresh start & new life in Him

2. For giving us faith as He did to Abram

a. Through faith in the Savior, who is Christ the Lord, we are saved

b. Faith gives us the reassurance of His forgiveness through that Savior

C. Because He is the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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