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Children’s Sermon

Object: Do you like being alone? Would you like God to leave you alone? Has God ever left anyone completely alone?

Message: He abandoned Jesus on the cross so you’d never have to be alone.

Jacob’s Ladder

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 28:10-17) Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. There is a new teaching floating around Christian circles, gaining in popularity

1. It’s called “Open Theism”

2. It teaches that God doesn’t know what the future holds because He doesn’t know what decisions we’re going to make

3. That is not the God of the Bible, and today’s text demonstrates that

B. You see, our God not only knows the future

1. But He has plans for you, plans to prosper

2. And nothing can get in the way of those plans

3. Because, like the plan to send Jesus to die for you, the outcome is in God’s hands, not yours, no matter how important you think yourself to be

II. And Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran.

A. Jacob had gotten himself into trouble again

B. He tricked his dad, Isaac, into giving him the blessing that belonged to Esau.

1. His brother wanted to kill him

2. He had to escape

C. Have you ever gotten yourself into trouble?

1. Maybe it was a long time ago?

2. Or are you still in the middle of your sin?

3. Or maybe you’re still facing consequences from your sin

4. Or even suffering because of someone else’s sin

D. Either way, you all know what it is to suffer trouble because of sin

III. And he encountered a place and spent the night there, since the sun had gone, and he took from the stones of the place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place.

A. Here, Jacob shows an amazing amount of faith

1. Either that day or over a few days, he’d traveled about 40 miles alone

2. In an area with no police and the native residents being of a very different background

3. His brother, as far as he knew, trying to kill him

4. He slept under the open sky with a rock for a pillow

B. Who’s pursuing you?

1. Maybe it’s someone making your life difficult

2. Or is it decisions you’ve made that are blowing up in your face?

3. Is it your own body as your health fails?

4. Or perhaps your conscience haunting you?

C. Where do you find rest?

1. What is your source of comfort

a. Your family?

b. Friends?

c. Entertainment?

d. Chemicals?

2. Jacob found rest on a rock

3. And no matter what mess you find yourself in, you, too, can rest on a rock

a. Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of the church

b. All of God’s people can rest their worries and cares on Him

c. That includes you

d. And you can have that assurance because of what Jacob saw while he was resting his head on that rock

IV. And he dreamed, and hey, a ladder was stood on the earth with its head touching the heavens, and hey, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

A. What did this vision mean?

B. One word: absolution

1. It was a message that Jacob’s sin was forgiven

2. God was telling Jacob that he was not alone

3. That the angels were coming down to take care of him and going up to present his needs before God

C. But how is it that God can just overlook the sin?

1. Jacob had been robbing and tricking his brother all his life

2. Even before he was born, Jacob was stealing from Esau

D. And how can God overlook your sin?

1. What part do you play in the messes you find yourself in?

2. How many sins have you avoided consequences for (gotten away with)?

3. How many times have you gone your own way and chosen to act contrary to what you know God has told you in His Word?

4. For that matter, how much have you even studied His Word to know what is and isn’t His will, or do you just say, “Well, I think…?”

E. God did overlook both Jacob’s sin and your sin

1. Because God doesn’t care about sin? Absolutely not.

2. God demands death as payment for sin

3. The key to the vision is the ladder

a. The ladder is a connection between earth and heaven

b. That ladder became a solid reality when Mary conceived the Son of God in her womb by the Holy Spirit

c. God and man combined in Jesus the Christ to serve as the connection between earth and heaven, between man and God

d. And you still have that connection in the Lord’s Supper

e. Jesus’ body and blood in the bread and wine have the same message as “Jacob’s Ladder”: given for you for the forgiveness of sins!

V. And hey, Yahweh stood above it and said, "I am Yahweh, the God of Abraham, your father, and the God of Isaac. The land upon which you lie, I will give it to you and to your seed.

A. God promised, because of Jesus’ coming sacrifice for your sin, that He would be Jacob’s God and your God

B. So no matter the earthly consequences for your sin

1. There would be no consequence before God

2. Or rather, Jesus would face the consequences in your place.

3. And for Jesus’ sake, not because of your own merits, you will receive the promised land as your inheritance: heaven and the New Creation

4. And you, I, and little Randy have been given a taste of that new creation by being made a new creation through the waters of Holy Baptism

VI. And your seed will be like the dust of the earth, and you will burst out to the sea and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your seed will all the families of the earth be blessed.

A. Because in spite of your disobedience, God has still promised to bless you through His Son

B. Regardless how great your sin, you, I, and little Randy are part of “all the families of the earth”

C. And therefore, you are blessed through the “seed of Jacob,” Jesus Christ, because He died for you

VII. "And hey, I am with you, and I will keep you in all which you go, and I will return you to this land, because I will not forsake you until I have done that which I have spoken of to you."

A. God has promised to be with you through your Baptism

B. He is really present in the Lord’s Supper

C. He said, “I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

1. “I will not forsake you, because I already forsook my Son on the cross.”

2. “You don’t have to face My wrath because Jesus faced my wrath for your sake

3. And so for His sake, God will be with you through faith until you see Him face to face and no longer need faith, because you’ll see Him.

VIII. And Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Truly, Yahweh is in this place, and I didn't know it." And he was afraid and said, "How fearful this place is! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of the heavens.

A. No matter where you go, “I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

B. No matter how much trouble you find, “I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

C. No matter how great your sin, “I am with you always, to the close of the age.” In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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