When do you pitch your tent?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 12:1-8, NIV) The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he went on towards the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Indiana Jones & the Last Crusade

A. “Leap of Faith”: Trust, even when it looked hopeless

B. God called Abram to do something similar

II. God says, “Go”

A. Told Abram to go

1. Didn’t tell him where he was going

2. Saw that Abram was under pagan influences

a. Didn’t want him to be pressured by his family

b. Knew that faith is more important than family

3. Sent Abram on his way

B. Tells us to go

1. Sometimes wants us to move

2. Change the way we live

3. Change the way we tell other people about Him

4. Get us out of a position of temptation

III. Do we go?

A. Abram dropped everything

1. Took along only believers from his family

2. Went as he was led, never questioning God

B. We have difficulty dropping everything

1. We like the status quo

2. We like comfort

3. We like our things

a. Our homes

b. Our cars

c. Our beds

IV. God leads

A. He led Abram to Canaan

1. Moses gives us no details of the journey

a. We assume it was uneventful

b. The journey isn’t the important part

2. We know that he arrived safely

B. He leads us

1. Gives us the same protection as Abram

2. Gives us additional guidance in His Word

V. Do we follow?

A. When Abram arrived, he was treated as a stranger

1. Had to move around all his life

2. Never had a home except a tent

B. We don’t always find ourselves in friendly surroundings

1. Not popular to be a Christian

2. “Sin” isn’t a popular word today

3. “What do you mean ‘I’m not good enough for God.’?”

VI. He brings us to our destination

A. God took care of Abram

1. Lived well his whole life

2. Gained an excellent reputation

3. Still has it today

B. God takes care of us

1. Provides for our needs

2. Forgives our sins

3. Gives us eternal life

VII. What do we do when we get there?

A. Abram first built an altar, then pitched his tent

1. Thanked God for His blessing

2. Thanked God for His presence

B. We tend to pitch our tents & forget about God

1. We go on vacation from God

2. He easily becomes our second priority

VIII. What did God do before we even left?

A. Promised Abram

1. Before Abram obeyed God, God blessed Him

a. Great nation

b. Bless you

c. Name great

d. You will be a blessing

e. Bless those who bless you

f. Curse those who curse you

g. Through him all nations will be blessed

B. Promised us

1. Without any merit on our part (before we were even born)

a. Called us by name to be His

b. Sent His Son, Jesus, Abram’s descendant, to bless us

c. Jesus took our place on the cross

d. Through Jesus, we are a descendant of Abram’s faith

e. Through Jesus, we will live forever

IX. Faith is more than just knowing

A. It’s trusting

B. It’s going even when there’s nowhere to go

C. It’s rejoicing in God’s salvation

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Smarties & Trash can

Hand out 1 piece to each: don’t eat

Ask each of them to throw it in the Garbage: Tell them they’ll get something better

After they do, give each a whole roll

Abram had much & gave it up, trusting God

God blessed him: Jesus

