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God will provide the sacrifice

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 22:6-14, NIV) Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Why do we have tests?

A. School recently requested that a child opt out of standardized testing

B. Afraid he might lower the school’s average

C. Wouldn’t be an accurate measurement

D. Wouldn’t show them where their strengths & weaknesses are

II. God tested Abraham

A. Not a determination of whether he should be saved

1. Already saved: this was a test of his faith

2. Intended to show Abraham where his faith was

B. When a blacksmith is making a sword, he needs to test it

1. Heats it red hot

2. Plunges it into ice water

3. Removes impurities and strengthens the sword

C. Gave Abraham a glimpse of the future and their salvation

III. Isaac carried the wood & Abraham carried the knife & fire

A. This seems like cruelty

1. Forced to carry the wood on which he’ll be killed

2. Jesus did the same

B. More painful for the father

1. Forced to carry the actual murder weapons

2. Our Heavenly Father did the same

a. Allowed Jesus to be killed

b. Turned His back on His only Son in Jesus’ hour of greatest need

IV. “Where is the lamb?”

A. God Himself will provide, my son

1. God had provided Abraham’s son according to His promise

2. Abraham knew that, however unlikely, this would come to good

3. God had promised to bless him with many descendants

4. No question of how in light of this

B. God Himself did provide: His Son

1. God’s Son, His only Son, was our sacrifice

2. Jesus was sacrificed in our place

3. “Christ the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”

V. Isaac willingly allowed himself to be bound & placed on the wood

A. Must’ve been willing

1. He was probably around 37 at the time. Abraham was well over 100.

2. He could’ve easily gotten away

3. He sought to do God’s will, even though it didn’t make sense

4. Would you be so willing to lay down your life for God?

5. Easy to say, “Yes”

6. Are you willing to give even 15 minutes each day to God?

7. Are you willing to say a few words on his behalf to someone who doesn’t know Him?

B. Jesus allowed the same

1. Bound by Roman guards who couldn’t even stand up at His name

2. Put on a cross of wood by the same

3. Could’ve easily called the angels to take Him down

4. Chose to do God’s will to save us

VI. The ram took Isaac’s place

A. Isaac was commanded by God to be slain

1. If God commands it, so is it

a. We can argue with God

b. We can say, “No fair”

c. How can we expect, with our little minds, to judge an infinite God?

d. Would be like me second-guessing an economics professor

2. We all belong in that place

a. God has declared that all who sin must die

b. We’ve sinned, so it’s only right that we die

c. We deserve none of God’s riches

B. Instead of Isaac, the ram was sacrificed

1. There’s still a sacrifice to be made

a. Sins can’t be forgiven without blood being shed

b. Isaac was saved by that ram’s blood

2. For us, the sacrifice has been made

a. Jesus, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world

b. Jesus took our place on the wooden altar

c. He was pierced through for our sins

VII. Conclusion: God will see to it

A. Abraham named the place “God will see to it”

1. Grew stronger through his testing

2. Got the reassurance that God will always provide for us

3. No matter how bad it looks, God will always come like the Calvary to save us. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s the most valuable thing you have?

Message: Abraham was willing to give up his most valuable thing: his son. Anyone else who gave up his Son?

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons assure that God forgives our sins and will not deal with us as we deserve, even though we have often yielded to temptation. The Old Testament Lesson recounts God's testing of Abraham when he ordered him to sacrifice his son Isaac. Abraham's faith meets the challenge and he is spared from the sacrifice through a substitute. Note God's prediction of the coming Messiah, for although Abraham is spared from sacrificing his son, God does not spare Himself. His Son shall die to bring forgiveness to all. The Epistle assures that since God loved us enough to put His Son to death for us, we can be confident He will not fail us in any way. The Gospel is the account of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness.

"About the Liturgy"

(Numbers 6:23-26, NIV) "Tell Aaron and his sons, `This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: "`"The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face towards you and give you peace."'

We have assurance that He will for Jesus sake (why the sign of the cross: assurance)
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