Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Tree of Knowledge

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 3:1-15, NIV) Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Tonight, we begin our Lenten series: “Cursed is the one who hangs on a tree…blessed be the name of the Lord.”

1. Those two statements are tied together

2. They refer to the same person: Jesus Christ

B. The first tree we climb is the Tree of Knowledge

1. First tree specifically mentioned in the Bible

2. Closely tied to Ash Wednesday

a. Ash Wednesday is a day of penitence: sorrow for sin

b. Ashes are a sign of mourning

c. And a reminder that, because of our sin, we may one day be reduced to dust & ashes

d. And we acknowledge our sin to God

II. “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

A. How many times have we heard this question? Asked ourselves this question?

1. “It’s not actually sin if I…”

2. “God’s not going to send me to hell for this, is He?”

3. “It’s my only vice”

4. Not to mention all the sins society has deemed no longer sin

a. Adultery in all its forms

b. Homosexuality (which is one of those forms)

c. Abortion

d. Using God’s name without meaning

e. Idolatry

III. The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,

A. Eve stands firm with the Word of God

1. If you’re going to talk to the devil, use the Word of God

a. Eve rightly stresses all the blessings & freedom they’ve been given

b. They can eat of every tree except one, so there’s no reason to want to eat of that one

c. But even here, we see that she’s weakening

d. She changes the command

2. but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

a. Maybe Eve was trying to reinforce the command to resist the temptation

i. Like the child with his hand in the cookie jar

ii. His mother said, “What are you doing?”

iii. He said, “Resisting temptation.”

b. We don’t know why she changed it, but it didn’t help her

IV. “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.

A. Satan contradicts the clear Word of God

1. Was he lying, though?

a. They didn’t actually die that day, did they?

b. The best translation here is something like, “You won’t DIE die.”

c. Physically, they didn’t—yet

d. But worse: their souls died that day

e. They were separated from God

2. Death is not annihilation—it’s separation

a. Our physical death is a separation of the body & soul

b. Spiritual death is the separation of the soul from God
V. “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

A. The worst lies are the ones that are partly true

1. The lies of the cults

a. Who say, “We believe that God is Father, Son & Holy Spirit,” but they mean something different than we

b. The Mormons, who are in the spotlight because of the Olympics, even say you can become a God: the oldest lie!

2. The lies of the world

3. The lies that are easiest to believe

B. Their eyes were opened, but they weren’t like God

1. They’d already had the image of God

2. They lost that

VI. When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.

A. Here, we see that she was duped

B. It was a tree of knowledge, not wisdom

C. The beginning of Wisdom is the Fear of the Lord

VII. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

A. Here you see why Adam bore the responsibility

B. He was with her, and He didn’t stop her

1. Husbands, you are accountable for the sins of your families

2. God has given you responsibility for your family

3. He went along with the sin!

VIII. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked;

A. They wanted to know good & evil

1. What was the first thing they knew? Their own evil

2. Nothing wrong with nakedness when you are pure

3. Their bodies were now corrupted by sin

4. They were suddenly vulnerable

5. They knew they needed to be covered up

B. so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

1. Here we see how deeply their sin affected them

2. When they saw their sin, they tried to cover it themselves

3. You can never cover your own sin

IX. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

A. But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”

1. God knows where they are

2. He wants them to learn to confess their sin

3. The first step is admitting to God what you’ve gotten yourself into

B. He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”

1. Natural reaction of a sinner is to try to hide from God

a. We justify our actions

b. We avoid anything that reminds us of the sin

c. We avoid anyone who might confront us in our sin

d. We don’t want to talk about it

e. The pastor is seen as someone to avoid because he is God’s representative

i. If you ever find yourself hiding something from your pastor

ii. Ask whom you’re really hiding it from

2. That’s the exact opposite of what we need to do

a. Confess your sin to God

i. If we confess our sin, God…will forgive our sin & cleanse us from all unrighteousness

ii. Don’t need to be afraid of God

iii. Don’t need to be afraid of pastors

iv. We’re all about forgiveness

C. And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?”

1. Again, God wants us to admit our sin

2. So He can forgive us

D. The man said, “The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

1. Adam tries to weasel out instead of confessing & being forgiven

2. In doing so, He’s insulting God for the gift of a wife God gave to him

E. Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

1. Even though Adam is responsible, Eve’s not off the hook

2. She follows in her husband’s footsteps

F. The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

1. She recognizes that she’s been deceived

2. Knowing evil, she recognizes the lie

3. Tries her hand at it by passing the buck

X. So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

A. The serpent is cursed to remind us of what happened to Satan

B. The devil, who once tasted heavenly glory, is thrown to earth to lick dust instead

XI. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

A. God’s response to sin: a Savior

1. Already at the first sin, God promises a Savior

a. He will be the offspring of a woman

b. He will destroy Satan’s power by his wounds

2. That offspring of a woman is, of course, the offspring of Mary: Jesus Christ, God Himself

B. The evil wrought by a tree is solved with a seed

1. God will not abandon His children

2. He loves you, and He kept His promise

a. Your sin is great

b. His love and forgiveness is greater in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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