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The Best Laid Plans of Sinners…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 45:3-8, NIV) Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. All Scripture testifies to Jesus

1. The entire purpose of the Bible is to tell us about Jesus

a. Not “How to live a good life”

b. Not “How to be happy”

c. Not “How to” anything except “How God bought eternal life for you through His Son”

2. Sometimes, Jesus is tough to find in the various stories

a. I just recently discovered Him in a place I hadn’t seen Him (Lot & his daughters)

b. In some, I’m still looking

3. Today’s text, though, is just saturated with Jesus

a. You can’t handle this text without getting the blood of Christ all over you (speaking figuratively)

b. As we’ll see, that’s not a bad thing

II. I am Joseph!

A. I am Joseph!

1. Background

a. Joseph had a dream that his family would bow to him

b. His brothers got jealous & sold him into slavery

c. One thing led to another & he ended up as the chief advisor to the Pharaoh (King) of Egypt

d. During a famine Joseph predicted, the entire Mediterranean region is going to Egypt for food

e. Among them are Joseph’s brothers

2. Now Joseph, after putting them through some hassles, reveals himself

a. He’s overjoyed to be reunited with his family

b. Glad to be able to restore the family

3. They didn’t recognize him

a. Been years since they’d seen him

b. They didn’t expect to see him again

c. He was made up to look like an Egyptian, not a Hebrew

B. I am the Messiah!

1. God’s people had turned away from Him

a. Chasing after other gods

b. Trying to save themselves instead of trusting God for their salvation

2. They didn’t recognize Jesus

a. He fit the bill

b. He did what the prophets foretold

c. Not what they were expecting

III. No Answer.

A. Joseph’s brothers were worried

1. They knew what they’d done to Joseph

2. Now, he was in the position of power

3. He could have them imprisoned, tortured, or killed

B. We get nervous about Jesus, too

1. We know that we’re no better than Joseph’s brothers

a. We treat each other horribly

b. Petty bickering & fighting

c. Refuse to recognize those in authority over us

2. We haven’t earned God’s favor

a. God demands that we be perfect

b. None of us can claim to be perfect as God

IV. Come here! I’m the one you sold!

A. Joseph clarifies & proves who he is

1. Joseph lets his brothers take a good look at him

2. He tells them something only he’d know

3. Not to rub it in, but to prove his identity

B. Here, come place your fingers where the nails were.

1. Stop doubting & believe

a. Jesus proved His identity by dying on the cross

i. That’s what the Messiah does

b. Rose again to prove the work was done

i. Showed them the scars from the cross

ii. Proved to them he’d indeed died & rose again

2. Take & eat. This is my body.

a. He does the same for us in the Lord’s Supper

i. Actual body & blood present in the bread & wine

ii. Here is the evidence that our sins are forgiven

iii. He says, “Here, take and eat forgiveness”

V. Don’t worry about the past: God sent me here to preserve life!

A. The Egyptians

1. By Joseph being sold, all Egypt was saved

2. No famine in Egypt

3. They even had enough left over to feed the rest of the region

B. Joseph’s family

1. Joseph’s brothers were responsible for him being there

2. By their evil act, their lives were saved

3. Since they were the ancestors of the entire nation of Israel, their sin led to the birth of Jesus

C. You & me

1. We are saved by Jesus dying on the cross for us

2. Could only happen by sinful men rejecting God’s Messiah

3. Sounds like God’s justifying sin

4. Reality: God uses our actions to bring good, regardless of our intent

VI. There is suffering, but God brings deliverance!

A. Famine

1. Even if you can go to Egypt to get food, famine is bad

2. Joseph assures his brothers there’s more hard times coming

3. He also assures them that God will use this to rescue

a. God wanted to show His saving power & intent

B. Sin

1. Gets us into all kinds of trouble

a. We get ourselves into jams

b. We bring trouble on ourselves & others

2. We feel its effects

a. Constantly facing trouble in this world

b. Sometimes wonder if God cares

3. If He didn’t allow us to face trouble, we wouldn’t appreciate His salvation

a. The Gospel is empty without the Law

b. Who cares if Jesus died if we have no sin?

c. But we do have sin, and Jesus’ death did cover our sin

VII. It wasn’t you, but God.

A. “Brother for sale”

1. Even though Joseph’s brothers were responsible for selling him to slavery,

2. Can’t take credit for the good that came of it

3. The only good came from God working through the situation

B. “Let his blood be on us!”

1. We are responsible for Jesus’ death, but we can’t be credited with the salvation that was given for it

2. Yet because God chose it, Jesus’ death pays for our sins

3. Instead of condemning us, the Son of God, who is Himself God, calls us brothers

4. We will live forever with Him and our Father in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever get measles or chicken pox? Better than getting it later in life, when it’s more dangerous

Message: With Joseph, God turned something bad into good. Same with Jesus.

Lesson Summary

This series tells us to treat each other and all people with love and respect, remembering that this present physical life is only temporary, we are on our way to something far better! See note under Series A above for the Psalm. The Old Testament Lesson recounts the story of Joseph revealing himself to his brothers, explaining how God used their misdeeds to bring blessings to him, them, and many others. The Epistle teaches us about the glory of our bodies at the time of the resurrection. They will no longer be physical, of this earth, but will be made spiritual and glorious. Jesus in the Gospel teaches us to love those we regard as enemies. We are to freely forgive as He freely forgives.
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