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The Road to Heaven is paved with bad intentions

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Genesis 50:16-21, NIV) So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: `This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept. His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they said. But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Aware of recent shooting in Fort Worth

A. All too common

II. In today’s text, we see the aftermath of a similar situation

A. Joseph had been sold into slavery

B. God blessed him and raised him up as second to Pharaoh

C. Because of a famine, his brothers came to him for food, not knowing who he was

D. At this point, they’re living in Egypt, and Jacob, their father, has just died

E. The brothers are worried that Joseph will get revenge

III. They ask him to forgive them

A. Not for their own sakes

1. They don’t deserve it

2. They deserved to be put into slavery

3. Joseph would’ve bee justified in locking them up

B. For the sake of their father & their God

1. Joseph knew that God had forgiven his sins

2. He knew that God forgave Joseph’s brothers

a. God had blessed them

b. Who was Joseph to go against God’s forgiveness?

3. He already had a long time ago

4. They didn’t need to hear the Law: needed Gospel

IV. Joseph’s response

A. Am I in the place of God?

1. You meant evil

2. God meant it for Good

a. God didn’t cause it

i. Caused by sinful people

ii. God doesn’t cause anyone to sin

b. He allowed it to happen so more people could be saved

i. He took care of Joseph

ii. Enabled Joseph to save Egypt, Israel & surrounding nations

3. I’ll take care of you

a. Though they didn’t deserve it,

b. He gave them the best land and provided food

B. Joseph was in the place of God

1. Not to exact revenge

2. To forgive

3. He was a “type” of Christ

a. Jesus was also sold by a brother (Judas): not biological

b. For our sake, He suffered

c. Because of what He went through, we will live

V. God’s response to our pleas

A. He knows what it’s like to be in Joseph’s place

1. We reject God’s will for us

2. We go our own way and turn backs on His wisdom

3. He sees sinners killing His children

B. He forgives, just like Joseph

1. When we go to Him for forgiveness, He willingly forgives

2. If come back the next day w/ came sins, He doesn’t remember our sins

3. Book of Deeds: sins been erased

C. Then He brings good from bad: turns it around

1. Martyrdom (witness) throughout the centuries has led others to faith

2. Columbine shooting: the example energized many people to take a stand for their faith & tell others

3. Don’t know what good will come of Fort Worth shootings

a. Nothing good about it

b. God didn’t cause it to happen

c. He will make sure that good comes from it

i. He has a plan for each of us

ii. He won’t let anyone get in the way of that plan

iii. That plan ends with eternal life

VI. Conclusion

A. Press Conference: He said that he's been asked where God was during this and he said that God is right where He was when His own Son died and His heart is breaking with ours.

B. Sin is bad

1. Ruins lives

2. Kills

3. Nailed Jesus to the cross

C. God is good

1. More powerful than sin

2. Jesus already conquered it when He took our place on the cross

3. By His wounds, we are healed. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

VII. Children’s Sermon

A. Message: Act out “The Unforgiving Servant”. God forgave our millions of sins. We can forgive others.

VIII. Lesson Summary

The Old Testament Lesson demonstrates Joseph, because of his confidence in God, forgiving his brothers the evil they did against him. The Epistle tells us that the purpose of our lives is to honor Him Who is Lord of life and death. The Gospel is the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, warning those who do not share God's forgiveness with others that their own salvation is in jeopardy. Confidence in Christ's forgiveness shows itself in a willingness to forgive the sins of others.

IX. "About the Liturgy"

Introit: Latin for “Entrance”: having been forgiven, we can enter into God’s Presence with joy. Natural  response is to sing, so we read a psalm from the Old Testament and end with the Gloria Patri, a song of praise to God and an expression of our faith in the Trinity.
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