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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who knows what “faith” is? (Define)

Message: What did you do to get faith in Jesus? (Nothing) God gives it as a free gift, and through faith that Jesus died for you, you will live forever.

Waiting and living by faith

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Habakkuk 2:1-4) I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint. Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. “See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright--but the righteous will live by his faith--

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the opening chapter of Habakkuk’s discourse, the prophet complains to God

1. Israel is suffering, and the Chaldeans, or Babylonians, are triumphant

2. So he challenges God and asks why God’s enemies fare better than God’s people

3. He asks why non-Christians so often enjoy luxury while Christians suffer 

B. Haven’t you asked the same question?

1. What loss have you experienced in your life?

2. What trouble or hardship are you forced to endure?

3. Is it fair that you suffer while God’s enemies triumph?

II. I will stand at my guardpost and station myself on the rampart, and I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me and how I may reply when I am rebuked.

A. Note here that, having asked his question, the prophet does two things

1. First, he waits for an answer

a) How often do you complain about how things are?

b) Maybe you even complain to God or ask Him to fix things.

c) But after you’ve complained, do you wait for an answer?

(1) Of course, God doesn’t always give immediate answers

(2) He will give us the answers we need when the time is right

(3) But how often do you recognize those answers when they come?

(4) When God provides a solution, how often do you recognize God as the giver?

2. Second, he’s prepared for rebuke

a) When addressing God in prayer, it’s important to remember that you’re talking to the Creator of heaven and earth

b) And although we are allowed to call Him “Father”

c) It’s proper to show respect to God

d) That respect includes honoring God’s decisions, even when we don’t understand

e) It means submitting to God’s authority and trusting in His wisdom and care

(1) It means trusting that God does indeed have the answers

(2) It means trusting God enough to know that we don’t always need the answers

(3) It means remembering that God loves us and wants what’s best for us

(4) And it means remembering that God will use hardship if necessary to strengthen our faith, because His primary goal for us is eternal life

III. And Yahweh answered me and said, "Write the vision and make it plain on tablets that he may run who reads it.

A. When God has a message, it is rarely a private message

1. God tends to speak to larger audiences, usually to all people of all times

2. Because He has the same goal for all of us

B. His message to Habakkuk was assurance that his enemies would soon be defeated

1. The Chaldeans, who worshipped themselves, would be put in their place

2. Such is the fate of all of God’s enemies

3. While God may allow or even use them to fulfill His purposes

4. God doesn’t forget their evil

C. His message to us is that our enemies have already been defeated

1. They weren’t defeated by military power or strength

2. God’s enemies are not the kind who can be defeated with force

3. They are spiritual enemies

a) Sin

b) Death

c) The Devil

4. But they have already been defeated

a) Jesus defeated them by taking them on—literally

b) He became our sin and underwent our death

c) And in His death, we are given the ultimate victory: eternal life

D. And it’s a message to run with

1. This is tremendous news

a) When you seem surrounded with trouble

b) God has promised you an eternal “out”

2. And you can run with it

a) When you hear good news, you want to tell others

b) When a baby is born, don’t bother trying to call the parents or grandparents—they’re busy calling everyone they know to share the good news

c) If you’ve been struggling with a disease like cancer and get a clean bill of health from your doctor, you’re going to tell anyone you can

d) And when you are saved from eternal death and hell and given the free gift of eternal life, and daily forgives and renews you, you tell everyone you…oh, wait, no, you don’t, do you?

(1) With all the rumors that are spread

(2) With all the hoaxes and urban legends that get propagated

(3) Why not spread some good news that you know is true and can actually be of great help to those who hear it?

IV. "Because the vision is yet for an appointed time; it hurries toward the end and will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it, for it will certainly come; it will not delay.

A. It’s been said that our greatest stress is waiting on God

B. Because God doesn’t work according to our schedules

1. He’s not our employee

2. We can make very few demands on Him

a) We can demand that He forgive our sin based on Jesus’ sacrifice in our place

b) And we can demand that He come back, but He decides the time

C. But God provides for us when the time is right

1. It can be so hard to wait for God

2. Yet He has promised to provide for our needs when the time was right

3. He kept His promise of a Savior in Bethlehem over 2 thousand years ago

4. And He completed the promise on the cross 33 years later where He died for your sin and saved you

5. And He will come again to take you home to be with Him forever, because He has forgiven your sin

V. Behold, a proud one—his soul is not right in him, but the righteous will live by faith.

A. No matter how the enemies of God seem to prosper in this world,

B. God will have the final word

C. Because earthly “success” will pass away when heaven and earth pass away

D. But God has given you faith through His Word

E. And the Word of God stands forever

F. And through the sacrifice of the Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ

G. And through the faith the Holy Spirit has given you through Word and Sacrament,

H. You, too, will stand forever in victory in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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