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Christmas Day

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire.” But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” (Hebrews 1:1-9, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This year especially, there’s been a lot of arguing over words

1. Is it okay to say, “Merry Christmas”?

2. Or should we go with “Happy Holidays” or “Seasons Greetings”?

3. Or as one card company is touting, “Happy Chrismakuh” for mixed Jewish/Christian families

B. God has a Word for us

1. The Word of God is Jesus Himself

2. And it’s through His Word, His Son, that Jesus speaks to us

II. In many and diverse ways long ago, God spoke to the fathers by the prophets; in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

A. In the past, God used a middle-man to bring us the Word of salvation

1. He spoke through prophets

2. And He used priests to bring forgiveness of sins to God’s people

B. But when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, that signaled a change

1. No longer would we need a middle-man to bring us God’s Word

2. Because Jesus, Who is God Himself, brought us God’s Word in the flesh

3. And He, being God and man, serves as our middle-man

4. And by forgiving our sins, He went one step further, making us priests so that, through Christ, we may go directly to God with our needs and prayers

III. Whom He appointed heir of all things and through Whom He created eternity.

A. That little baby in the manger is the One through Whom all creation was made

B. And yet, He lowered Himself to be a servant to His creation

C. In fact, He lowered Himself to the point of taking on our sin, even though He had no sin in Himself

D. He not only has the whole world in His hands

E. He had the weight of our sin on His shoulders

IV. He is the radiance of His glory and the exact image of His nature Who upholds all things by the Word of His power, when He had made purification from sins, sat down at the right hand of exalted majesty.

A. Here’s where Christ is different from us

1. He bore the image of God

2. We did, too, created in God’s image

3. But we lost that image: that authority over creation, with the fall into sin

4. But since Jesus was born without a human father and thus without sin

5. He still bore the image of God until He was marred beyond recognition, not only by the whips and clubs, but by our sin placed on Him

B. But more than just being the image of God, He is God Himself

1. All glory and honor was due to Him by the fact of His nature

2. But now, we have a personal reason to want to honor Him

3. So even though He was already the Son of God, He earned that right by His humiliation

C. But by earning that right, He earned a place at the right hand of the Father

1. He holds a place of honor

2. Not just because He is the only-begotten of the Father, which is sufficient in itself

3. But because He made the ultimate sacrifice to save God’s people

4. And the Father will forever glorify the Son for His love and obedience

5. He will forever say of Christ, “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.”

6. And through Christ’s substitution for us, God has promised you a place at His right hand and says of you, too, “You are my beloved son in whom I am well pleased,”

7. Solely because of the works of Jesus

V. having been so much greater than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name.

A. And the amazing thing is that He has given His name to us

1. Both Mary and Joseph were told to name the baby “Jesus,” which means, “Yahweh saves”

2. Because Jesus truly is Yahweh Who came to save us

3. And at your Baptism, you were given His name as well

4. And as an adopted son of God, you receive the full inheritance that Jesus earned for you

VI. “For to which of the angels did He ever say, “My Son are you; I today have begotten You”? And again, “I will be to Him a Father, and He will be to me a Son.”

A. Jesus always was the Son of God

B. But He earned that right by fulfilling His duties as our king as the placard above His head assured us, that He died to save us

C. And by His being disowned, forsaken on the cross

D. He earned for us the right to be sons of God

VII. But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He also says, “Worship Him, all angels of God.”

A. On that first Christmas, the angel made it clear to the shepherds that this was no ordinary baby

B. “He is Christ, the Lord [God, Yahweh]”

C. And a choir of thousands sang the first Christmas hymn to glorify God for this great mystery that amazed even the angels

VIII. And to the angels He says, “Who makes the angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.”

A. The angels are amazing, powerful creatures of God

B. But that little baby in the manger was and is of infinitely greater power and glory

C. Long before the wise men arrived or even the shepherds, the angels worshipped this mighty King Who lay in a feeding trough

IX. But to the Son, “Your throne, O God, is to eternity, and the scepter of righteousness and the scepter of the Kingdom is Yours.”

A. If you have any question as to the divinity of Jesus Christ, this verse alone can settle it

B. God Himself calls His Son “God” and declares the Kingdom to belong to the same

C. This is reason for rejoicing, because He has given that Kingdom to you through Christ

X. “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed you with oil of joy above your companions.”

A. Sadly, we are not like Christ

1. We too often love lawlessness and hate righteousness

2. At best, we chafe at God’s Law, and at worst, we outright rebel—daily

B. But Jesus, the King of Righteousness, was righteous and obedient to death for us

1. He hated lawlessness enough to obliterate it

2. On the cross, He allowed it to consume Him

3. But in doing so, He defeated sin and its consequence: death

4. And by earning eternal life for us, He gave us reason to rejoice and say, “Joy to the world! The Lord has come!”

5. And He will come again that you may be with Him

a) Not in a lowly stable

b) But in the glory of the New Creation with your Lord and namesake, Jesus Christ, Immanuel: God with us, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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