Rev. Dale Critchley: December 18, 2003

Children’s Sermon

Object: What do you want for Christmas? What do you think God wants for Christmas?

Message: God wants us to be perfect. You think you can do that for Him? Well, He made you perfect by sending Jesus to die on the cross. So when God looks at you, He sees Jesus’ perfection, and that’s what He wants.

Advent 4

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, ‘Here I am--it is written about me in the scroll--I have come to do your will, O God.’” First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the law required them to be made). Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:5-10, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So, have you been naughty or nice this year?

1. We hear that question a lot

2. And while we may joke about being naughty, Sin is no laughing matter to God

3. It’s damnable, even the slightest bit

4. And yet, we treat sin as if it’s no great concern

B. In a season when the words “naughty or nice” are often heard, the writer to the Hebrews clarifies these terms and shows us what God is really looking for

II. Therefore, at His coming into the world, a sacrifice and an offering you didn't desire, but a body completed for Me.

A. The most successful lie Satan ever told is that you can be saved by your own good works

1. It’s the common perception about Christianity by outsiders

2. It’s the source of the false idea that everyone worships the same God.

3. And basically, it is nothing more than idolatry: trust in yourself for salvation instead of in Christ alone

B. But to appease God, personal sacrifices of any kind are useless

1. No amount of giving up of yourself will satisfy God’s demand for perfection

2. You are a sinner from the moment of your conception, so you are impure and have no right to stand before God even before you are born

3. Even the sacrifices of the Old Testament were only intended to be temporary, and even there, the sacrificial action itself didn’t save, but rather the blood of the animals that God provided

4. And that blood only had power to forgive sins and save because of the blood of Christ to which it pointed

C. Because what God really wants is justice: a life for a life and a soul for a soul

1. And the life sacrificed for you must be absolutely perfect, spotless, without any defect whatsoever

2. Sinless

3. But since all people from the moment of conception are corrupted and sinful, no son of Adam could possibly pay that debt

4. But God Himself must fashion the body sinless, since no one else could possibly create a sinless human

5. And the body must contain God Himself, as nothing less would be good enough to save all mankind

6. This is exactly what God foretold through the prophet Zechariah: “and they will look to me [God] whom they have pierced; and they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for his only son”

7. God foretold 400 years before the fact that the One pierced for your sin would by God Himself, and at the same time, God’s only Son

III. Whole burnt offerings and [sacrifices] for sin do not please you.

A. If sacrifices—good works—don’t please God, then what’s the point?

B. That was the mistake Cain made

1. He made a sacrifice, but God didn’t like it

2. So Cain murdered Abel, his brother, out of jealousy

3. Why didn’t God like it?

4. Obviously, Cain’s heart was not on God’s will, or he wouldn’t have murdered Abel

5. You can’t bribe God—He already has everything

6. And He doesn’t need your good works, either

C. But He wants your heart

1. It’s the reason our church services don’t have a “collection”—we have an “offering”

2. There’s no cover charge to come to church

3. There’s no obligation or compulsion to give

4. If you’re giving out of guilt or compulsion, don’t bother giving anything

5. Only give, whether it be money in the plate or acts of service, as an offering of thanksgiving to God

a) If you “give until it hurts,” you’re doing it wrong

b) Because giving to God is an expression of joy and thanks for the salvation He has already given

IV. Then I said, "Behold, I have come (In the beginning of the scroll it is written about Me.) to do Your will, God." Saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and [sacrifices]for sin you have not desired, nor have you been pleased in what is offered according to the Law."

A. Jesus came to fulfill the Law

1. He did God’s will perfectly

2. He was born without sin and lived a 100% completely perfect, sinless life

3. He is holy, and He is God Himself

B. This was no last-minute effort on God’s part

1. He had it planned from the beginning

2. In His infinite knowledge, God knew that we would need a Savior

3. So He worked out the details before the beginning of time

4. Even before God made man, His Son had already agreed to die for you

5. God Himself came to do what no man could

6. He gave you His holiness

7. Because you could do nothing to attain it

V. Then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, to eliminate the first that the second may stand."

A. Jesus did away with the first covenant (agreement)

1. The Law required man’s perfect obedience

2. As God said to Adam, “If you eat the fruit, you die.”

3. Jesus didn’t sin, but He died.

4. That brings us to the second covenant

B. Since Jesus fulfilled the Law perfectly, it is done, like a glass we could never fill, yet He filled it with His righteous blood

1. So nothing remains for you to do—Jesus did everything for you

2. He was righteous and holy on your behalf

3. He faced and endured the punishment for unrighteousness and unholiness on your behalf

4. And by His death, you have the promise of His righteousness and holiness credited to you

VI. In which will we have been sanctified through the body of Jesus Christ once.

A. Not only does God declare you holy (Justification)

B. But He makes you holy (sanctification)

1. You are no longer a slave to sin

2. You are free to follow God, to offer the “sacrifice of thanksgiving” through your calling as a Christian

a) To follow God’s Law not out of obligation, but out of appreciation

b) To tell others about God’s love not because you need to, but because your neighbor needs you to

c) To praise God, because all blessings do flow from Him in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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