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Children’s Sermon

Object: Does anyone know what “Holy” means? It means “set apart as special”.

Message: Who is holy? (God) You are, too. When Jesus died for you, He made you holy. And when you were baptized, He made you His special child.

Holy Friend

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Hebrews 12:26-29) At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken--that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Our world today is a more familiar, less formal world than that of, say, 20 years ago

1. Anyone older than 25 or so was taught to refer to their elders as “Mr.” & Mrs.”

2. But now, most children refer to adults by their first names

B. But this sermon is not about manners and respect toward our elders, but rather a healthy respect for God

1. That familiarity has come through into our attitude toward God

2. We sing about “What a friend we have in Jesus”

3. And sometimes it’s easy to forget that our friend is also “Holy, Holy, Holy”

a. And when we only focus on God’s grace and forget His holiness and majesty

b. The cross loses its meaning

c. Because only in God’s holiness and righteousness can we understand the purpose of the cross

II. Whose voice shook the earth then, but He has promised, saying, "Yet again will I shake not only the earth, but also the sky."

A. The writer to the Hebrews here refers to God speaking to the Israelites at Mt. Sinai

1. His voice was so powerful that they couldn’t bear to listen

2. His presence was so pure that not even the animals were allowed on the mountain while He was there

3. He was so majestic that they begged Moses to be their mediator

B. But we don’t have Moses, so how can we approach this majestic God before Whom even the angels cover their faces?

1. God Himself provided the answer to that need

2. He sent the ultimate Mediator: His Son, Jesus Christ

a. Jesus is God, so He can approach the Father without fear

b. But He is also a man, so we can approach Him without dying

C. When Jesus first came as a man, He certainly “shook things up”

1. His life changed the world like no other person who’s ever walked the earth

2. The “aftershock” of His 3 years of ministry are so powerful that very few who live today are not somehow touched by His life

3. And even in the most remote parts of the world, His Name is known

D. But if you think that is shaking things up, wait and see the next time He shakes things up!

1. At His death and resurrection, earthquakes shook the earth

2. But at His return, even the sky will be shaken as He wipes out this world and replaces it with a new heaven and a new earth

III. But the "yet once more" denotes the moving of the shakable as of the created, so that the unshakable may remain.

A. We live in a shakable creation, and we fit right in

1. Our world is a world of temporaries

a. It has a beginning and an end

b. And everything in this world that we’ve experienced has the same temporal quality

c. Even our moral resolve shakes and crumbles, often under even the slightest pressure or even no pressure at all

d. And that moral shakiness, sin, is the cause of our world being temporary

i. God created it to be permanent

ii. He created you to be permanent

iii. But when sin corrupted us and the world, He knew what must be done: scrap it and start over

iv. But first, redeem the lost, condemned creatures on it

B. But when Jesus returns, the shakable will be replaced with the unshakable

1. God is not shakable

a. When God resolves to do something, you can be sure it will happen

i. Nothing can thwart God’s plans

ii. In fact, He often uses those who try to stop Him as His instruments in carrying out His will

1. The religious leaders who killed Jesus were God’s instruments to bring us salvation through Jesus’ death

2. God turned Saul of Tarsus, the church’s greatest adversary, into St. Paul, her greatest champion

b. Likewise, God’s holiness is not shakable

i. He is as He was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be

ii. He will not tolerate sin and imperfection

iii. He is righteous and just

iv. And He condemns evil to eternal hell, regardless of the severity of the infraction

2. God’s Word is not shakable

a. When God told Adam & Eve, “When you eat of the fruit, you will die,” He meant it

i. Their bodies became mortal at that moment

ii. And their souls became dead to God: unable to give themselves life

iii. And we’ve inherited that

b. When God makes a promise, you can be sure He will keep it

i. When Adam & Eve sinned, God made a promise to them

ii. His unshakable promise was that He would save them by sending someone who would, by His wounds, defeat the devil

iii. And He kept that promise by sending Jesus to die for us

c. He even gives us signs to show us He remembers

i. Baptism, the seal of His forgiveness

ii. And the Lord’s Supper, the sign of His true body & blood that were poured out on the cross for us

IV. Therefore, since an unshakable kingdom we receive, let us have grace through which we serve God acceptably with fear and reverence.

A. In other words, you have received the kingdom of God’s grace and will soon receive His kingdom of glory

B. So act like the royalty you are!

1. Jesus showed us what a king does

2. He is a servant, and that is what you’re called to be

3. The king’s responsibility is to care for others, to give his all for the sake of others

4. And as kings, that is what you’re called to do

V. For our God is a consuming fire.

A. God is the most powerful king you’ll ever know

B. And He has very high expectations for His people

1. He expects nothing less than perfection

2. And His consuming fiery wrath is directed to those who don’t obey His Law

C. But He has kept His promise to send the Savior, Jesus Christ

1. And Jesus was consumed on the cross to face God’s wrath on our behalf

2. The King of all creation faced the King’s judgment so, for His sake, you receive the kingdom.

3. He Who is “Holy, Holy, Holy” has given His holiness to you

4. What a Friend we have in Jesus! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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