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Children’s Sermon

Object: pencil or stick

Message: Have someone break it

Have them put it back together (Can’t)

Tie into cross, give new pencil

Jesus took our brokenness (sin) & gave us a new life

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Hebrews 13:1-8, NIV) Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were suffering. Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Last winter, we hit a deer with our car

1. It ruined the headlight, which we have yet to fix

2. But it is easily replaced, and we will get it fixed

B. This week, the world Trade Center, as you know, was leveled

1. Damage estimates are astronomical

2. Yet, although I doubt they will, they could rebuild it if they wanted

C. At the same time, over 10,000 people were killed

1. No matter how good their insurance

2. No matter how good medical science may be

3. We can never bring them back

4. Here we stand, wondering what to do

II. To the Hebrews: Love each other

A. don’t forget those in need.

1. Our nation has experienced more giving over the past week than I can ever remember

2. People are reaching out to total strangers in need, risking their lives

3. I even heard about people hugging each other on the New York subway

B. It could be angels

1. Certainly possible: has happened

2. Could also be someone who’ll soon be going off to war to fight for our country

C. or it could be you.

1. We’ve learned this week that no one is indestructable

2. Those things we’ve relied on for protection have failed us

III. Trust in Christ.

A. The World Trade Center, a familiar sight on the New York Skyline, is gone

1. The talking heads on TV have noted the despair people are feeling over this building

2. If you trust in earthly things, you’re sure to be disappointed

3. Our greatest accomplishments are so easily destroyed

B. He will never leave you

1. No matter how fearsome our enemies

2. No matter how uncertain the future

3. Psalm 46: The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge

4. He is our sure and strong defense

5. He gives us certainty in a time when all we see is uncertainty

C. so you need not fear people

1. The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?

2. That’s what it comes down to

a. They can take away everything

b. But in the words of Luther (1st article of the creed): He still sustains me and all creatures.

c. God is not dead, nor has He abandoned us

i. He will use this terrible event

1. which He did not cause: don’t let anyone say, “It was the Lord’s will,” because the Lord does not will for anyone to die

2. which was caused 100% by sinful people who reject God’s truth and His love

ii. He will bring good from something with no good in it

1. There’s nothing good about thousands of people being murdered

1. There’s no justification for such a crime

2. Those who committed this crime will, we can reasonably assume, burn in hell forever (no evidence of faith in Christ: Muslim Sectarians)

1. It may be justice

2. But there’s nothing good about those men being damned either

3. Not God’s will: wants all men to be saved

4. They chose to rebel against God and reject Christ

2. There was nothing good about Jesus Christ, the only truly innocent man to ever live, being murdered, either

1. Yet His suffering and death were the will of God

2. Only time God has willed anyone’s death

3. Specifically to save us

1. Jesus went to the cross and gave up His life

2. Faced the full wrath of God for us sinners

3. for those in New York and Washington D.C.

4. For the USA

5. Also died for Osama Bin Laden

6. For those who would harbor terrorists and finance and sponsor them

7. He hates sin, but He wants all men ot be saved

8. Died for all of us and gave us salvation as a free gift

D. Remember your leaders

1. The days ahead will surely be difficult

2. God calls on us to support our leaders

a. Specifically refers in this passage to leaders in the church

b. Also refers to the godly men and women who lead our country

c. All those in authority over us who set examples for us

d. Thank God for their example and their leadership

e. Pray for them

IV. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever

A. Even though the New York skyline has changed

B. Even though every one of us has been changed

C. Even though we don’t know what tomorrow will bring

D. We know that Jesus Christ is already there

E. He’ll still be there when we arrive

1. He is stronger than hatred that is willing to kill thousands of people

2. He is stronger than a 757

3. He is stronger than a 110-story skyscraper

4. His mighty love

a. love willing to go to the cross for us

b. will see us through this

c. just as His love snatched us out of hell

d. The Lord is my helper yesterday and today and forever; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?

e. You’ve already been pulled from the flames in JEsus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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