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Stand before the Throne

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Hebrews 4:14-16, NIV) Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Imagine what it is to be alone

A. All of your friends & co-workers

B. Family: spouse, children, parents

C. Not even God

II. That’s what Jesus experienced

A. In His life

1. He had felt our pain & disease

2. He had experienced temptation

3. He faced it without sin

B. On the cross

1. He felt the pain of nails in His hands & feet

2. He felt the mocking of the same people He came to save

3. He was abandoned by His disciples

4. Betrayed by His best friend

5. Condemned by God

III. He knows “alone”

A. When we feel alone, He understands

B. When we are tempted to sin, He knows what it’s like

C. When our faith is weak because of the world, He knows what the world can do

IV. He won’t leave us alone

A. A few years ago, there was a song called “From a Distance”

B. He’s not watching from a distance

C. He’s “Immanuel”

D. He became flesh and lived with us

E. He even died a human death: he knows what it is to fear death

V. Because He’s with us, we have access to the King

A. Because He died for us: Restored us to God

B. God will answer our requests, no matter how big

C. We don’t have to be afraid to “pray big”

D. He already gave His own Son to die

E. What more proof do we need of His love for us?

VI. Conclusion: 

story of a man who asked Alexander the Great to give him a huge sum of money in exchange for his daughter's hand in marriage. The ruler consented and told him to request of his treasurer whatever he wanted. So he went and asked for an enormous amount. The keeper to the funds was startled and said he couldn't give him that much without a direct order. Going to Alexander, the treasurer argued that even a small fraction of the money requested would more than serve the purpose. "No," replied Alexander, "let him have it all. I like that fellow. He does me honor. He treats me like a king and proves by what he asks that he believes me to be both rich and generous." 

A. Our God wants to shower gifts on us

B. He proved it by giving us the greastest gift of all: His Son

1. He knows sorrow and pain

2. He knows loss

3. He knows temptation

C. Stand before His throne and ask, always standing in the shadow of the cross

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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