Because it’s there!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was commanded: "If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned." The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, "I am trembling with fear." But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? (Hebrews 12:18-25, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Elizabeth Barrett story


When Elizabeth Barrett became the wife of Robert Browning, her parents disowned her because they disapproved of the marriage. The daughter, however, wrote almost every week, telling them that she loved them and longed for a reconciliation. After 10 years she received a huge box in the mail that contained all the notes she had sent. Not one had been opened! Although these “love letters” have become an invaluable part of classical English literature, it’s really pathetic to think that they were never read by Elizabeth Barrett’s parents. Had they looked at just one, the broken relationship with their daughter might have been healed. 

A. God has given us a love letter

B. We often neglect to open it

II. Two Mountains: Sinai & Zion: Which would you rather climb?

A. Comfort in Law: Power & Glory of God J
1. Self-accomplishment: “Look what I did!”

2. Self-righteousness: “I’m not like THAT person!”

3. Know exactly what to do, don’t have to think

B. Struggle in Law: Don’t touch the mountain

1. Failure: I neglected to do…

2. Unrighteousness: God demands perfection

3. Knowing _ Doing

C. Struggle in Gospel: Power & Glory of God L
1. Admit our shortcomings

2. Not good for self-esteem: righteousness from outside ourselves

D. Comfort in Gospel: Live on the mountain (explain Zion = Jerusalem = inheritance _ Heaven)

1. Receive Jesus’ righteousness

2. Value from God greater than any we could find in ourselves: His name on us in Baptism

III. Conclusion: Rescuee


It seems that down south, some recent excavations for a new highway had contributed to causing a flash flood. Volunteers risked their lives to rescue victims stranded in the deluge. One old man was up to his knees in the fast-rising waters when a rowboat came. “Hop in, we’ll save you!” “No thanks, the Lord will provide.” A short while later, a motor boat was sent to save him. By this time the swirling waters were over his waist, but again he declined: “No thanks, the Lord will provide.” Soon the water was up to his chin, so a helicopter was dispatched at the last minute. “Climb aboard, this is your last chance!” “Thanks anyway, but I don’t need you, the Lord will provide.” Before the helicopter returned home, the old man was mad as a hornet, banging on the Pearly Gates. He bitterly complained to Jesus, “The last thing I remember I was in trouble, praying up a storm, so why did you let me drown?” Jesus looked at him, shook his head, and explained: “We sent you two boats and a helicopter. What more do you want?” 

A. We are given the ultimate gift. Rejoice in that gift, give thanks, and use the gift He’s given us.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

IV. Children’s Sermon

A. Object: Returned letter

B. Message: God wants us to read his note to us and call Him back.

C. Prayer: Thanks for Bible, help us remember to read it.

