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What’s Missing?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Hosea 5:15-6:2, NIV) Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me." "Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Dentist office: Ignore your teeth and they'll go away

A. Anything we neglect tends to disappear

1. Muscles

2. Intellect

3. Skills

B. God pursues us, but won't force Himself into our lives

1. Wants all men to be saved

2. Yet He allows some to reject Him

II. Israel had rejected God

A. Chased after false idols

B. "Cheated on God" like a wife cheating on her husband

III. We know all about that

A. Chase after other gods every day

1. Don’t have time for personal devotions; rather make love to the TV.

2. Can’t find time to pray; rather sleep with our beds

3. Can't make Lenten services; too in love with "2 Guys, A Girl, & A Pizza Place" to set the VCR

4. Can't accept every Scriptural teaching; too impressed with our own reason

B. We expect God to wait for us

1. Why should He?

2. Imagine if your spouse said, "I’m too busy for you.” If you’ve heard that, you know how God feels.

3. Imagine if God came to us as often as we go to Him

IV. Come, let us return to Yahweh, because He has torn, and He will heal us. He has wounded, and He will bind us up.

A. The English translations get it wrong:

1. In Hebrew, “us” is only in the second part

2. Take a pencil & scratch it out

B. Who was torn & wounded?

1. Us?

a. He doesn’t heal us for our own troubles

b. We deserve them

2. Of course Jesus

a. He was broken on the cross that we deserved

b. (Isaiah 53:5, NASB) But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.

c. He took our punishment

d. We are saved 100% because of Him

V. He will revive us after 2 days; in the third day He will raise us up that we may live before Him.

A. Jesus wasn’t just killed for us; He was raised for us 2 days later

1. Because He rose, we know God accepted His sacrifice on our behalf

2. We know that we will rise someday too & live forever in real glorified bodies, just like His

B. We don’t know when it will be, but we will live before Him (in His presence)

1. In the new world, we will always see Him

2. We’ll talk to Him face-to-face

3. Like Him, we’ll never again have death in our future

VI. Conclusion: Bumper Sticker: If you're getting back to God, who left?

A. Jesus said, “I will be with you always.”

B. We trust His promise because He was torn & wounded for us

C. Nothing will ever be missing from our lives again

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

What’s your favorite toy? How would you feel if you lost it?

Sin is walking away from God. He doesn’t want to lose you. He bought you.
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