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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Did you ever do something and not want to admit it because you were afraid of getting in trouble?

Message: God already knows our sins—the things we do wrong—but when we tell God we’re sorry, He forgives us. Why does He forgive us? †

Torn but healed

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Hosea 5:15-6:2) Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.” “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s too easy

1. Come on, pastor, that’s not how it works

2. You can’t just sin and expect to be forgiven

3. Some things are just too bad

4. I mean, if Osama Bin Laden repented, would you welcome him into your church?

5. Would you like a bunch of ex-cons or people like that sitting in the pews?

B. Most of you have heard about Terri Schindler Schiavo

1. She is fully conscious and aware of her surroundings

2. She smiles and laughs when her parents tickle her

3. She tries to talk but can’t

4. The only major medical help she needs is that at mealtimes, she is fed through a tube because she’s not able to swallow properly

5. Her husband, Michael

a) Is living with another woman he refers to as his fiancée

b) And he has fathered two children by her

c) And he’s been fighting for years to keep the feeding tube from Terri so she’ll starve to death

d) He won’t even let her parents visit her any more

C. With all of our sin, God forgiving us is like Terri being able to talk and wanting to stay married to Michael, who’s trying to kill her—doesn’t seem likely

II. I will go and return to my place until they are guilty [i.e. in their own eyes] and seek My face. In their affliction they will seek Me earnestly.

A. When we flee from God, don’t expect Him to hunt you down and tackle you

B. If you choose sin over God, He waits for you patiently until you return to Him

1. If you tell God you don’t want Him around, He won’t force Himself on you

2. He loves you and will keep calling you back to Him, but if you insist on going your own way, He will grant you that wish of solitude

3. And walking away from God is neither safe nor wise

4. Yet we do it daily

a) Every time we choose our own path over the 10 Commandments, we’re walking away from God

b) When we do what’s right in our own eyes instead of doing God’s will, we show God as much love as Michael Schiavo shows his wife

c) Except the prophet Hosea tells us we are the adulterous wife, and God is the faithful husband

d) We daily, hourly, cheat on God

e) So before you point the finger at Michael Schiavo, you need to know that, before God, you stand right alongside him

f) Your sin is no better

(1) You have “shacked up” with any number of idols, whether it be money, “success,” popularity, or a combination of those and more

(2) God has caught you sleeping with the enemy, Satan himself, on a daily basis?

(3) Do you think God can forgive you for so many and chronic acts of unfaithfulness and conspiring against your husband, God Himself?

C. And yet, when you come face to face with your sin, what should you do?

1. You need to know, and never forget, that you have a loving husband, Jesus Christ, Who is waiting for you with open arms

2. And in those open, nail-pierced arms, you can find peace and assurance

3. Because when you have nowhere left to turn, the only place to go is where you should’ve been all along: at the foot of the cross, resting in Christ’s forgiveness

III. Come, let us return to Yahweh, because He has torn, and He will heal us. He has wounded, and he will bind us up.

A. These are words of repentance

1. Let us return to our Lord

a) Because our other plans didn’t pan out

b) We followed after idols like a dog chasing a flashlight’s beam, but when we finally reached our goal, we found it was only an illusion

c) And meanwhile, we have become hopelessly lost

2. Yet thank God, He follows us and is ready to lead us home when we get lost

a) No matter how far away you’ve gone from God, He’s always right here waiting for you

b) You need make no pilgrimage of good works or penance to regain God’s love

c) Because He has loved you all along

d) You need not try to earn His love back

e) Jesus already earned God’s love on your behalf

B. Note that in the original, only the healing words have pronouns

1. Hear the original words again: “…because He has torn, and He will heal us. He has wounded, and he will bind us up.”

2. Usually, translators, like the NIV you heard read before, add “us” where the pronoun is missing

3. But God’s healing doesn’t come through our own suffering.

4. It comes from Jesus’ suffering in our place, paying the price for our sin

5. So perhaps God, through Hosea, left the pronouns out so we could insert the name above all names: “…because He has torn Jesus, and He will heal us. He has wounded Jesus, and he will bind us up.

6. That’s where our forgiveness comes from

IV. He will revive us after 2 days; in the third day He will raise us up that we may live before Him.

A. When we sin, we often suffer the consequences of that sin

1. People are hurt

2. Relationships are broken

3. We suffer from guilt or even legal consequences

B. But sooner or later, we find relief

1. Not because we’re very good at finding our way out of our messes

2. But because nothing is impossible for God

3. Even raising the dead

C. The expression, “in the third day He will raise us up” isn’t just an expression

1. That’s exactly what God did to Jesus: raised Him from the grave on the third day

2. And the fulfillment of that first Easter will come when God raises us in the same way

3. Because Jesus died for sinners, even Michael Schiavo, even criminals. Even Osama Bin Laden

4. Even you

5. When the angels said, “He is not here; He is risen,” that was not only a statement of fact, but a promise for us all

6. No matter what your sin, no matter what your past, because of Jesus, your future holds an empty grave

7. It really is that easy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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