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Children’s Sermon

Object: Good morning! You think there’ll be a morning tomorrow? When was the last time there was a day without a morning?

Message: When was the last time God didn’t love you?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Hosea 5:15-6:6, NIV) Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.” “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.” “What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears. Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning upon you. For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever heard the term “Gospel Reductionism”?

1. It’s a trend in a lot of “Christian” literature to emphasize the Gospel to the point of removing the Law

2. So why is it called “Gospel Reductionism” instead of “Law Reductionism”?

a. What happens when you remove the Law?

b. What happens when sermons just make people feel good, secure in their sin?

c. You get sinners who have no need of a Savior

d. “If sin is no big deal, why should I care if Jesus saved me from it?”

e. Thus, the Gospel is reduced to insignificance

B. The prophet Hosea was not a Gospel Reductionist!

1. God speaks through Him

2. Harsh words to show the severity of sin

II. Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt.

A. Is God talking about leaving?

1. Yes!

2. Like in today’s Book of Concord Reading, if you don’t need God, He doesn’t need you

3. If you keep pushing God away, He will leave!

4. How does that happen? Mortal Sin

a. Mortal Sin is not defined by the nature of the sin, but by the heart committing it

b. Some sins, what we call “Venial Sin,” is a sin of weakness, of caving under pressure, wanting to do the right thing, and often not even knowing why you’re doing it

c. Mortal Sin is consciousness of sin and insisting on committing that sin, even though you know it’s wrong

d. Mortal Sin is willful, repeated, insistent rejection of God’s will for you

i. Example: “I know sexual contact is sinful outside of marriage, but I’m going to do it anyway.” Mortal sin

ii. Example: “I know I shouldn’t hold grudges, but I don’t care. No way I’m going to forgive him. I refuse!” Mortal sin

e. Both are serious and damnable

f. Jesus died for both kinds

g. But Mortal Sin is the kind Hosea is talking about here

h. The danger of turning your back on God and sending him away, clinging to your sin instead

B. And they will seek my face;

1. Here’s how mortal sin is turned not just to venial sin, but repentance

2. Repentance is seeking God’s face, His favor

3. “God, forgive me for turning away from You. And in Your forgiveness, turn me away from my sin that my life may be pleasing to You.”

C. in their misery they will earnestly seek me.”

1. “Come, let us return to the LORD.

a. This is repentance:

i. Sorrow over sin

ii. Trust in God’s forgiveness

2. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us;

a. The first “us” doesn’t appear in the original Hebrew

b. Because God’s healing doesn’t come because He has torn us down

c. It comes because He has torn Jesus for us

d. Possibly better, if you must insert an object for clarity, to translate it, “He has torn Jesus to pieces, but He will heal us.”

e. That’s where healing comes from

3. he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds.

a. Same thing: no first “us”

b. At the same time, there is a connection, as becomes clear as we move on through the text:

4. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us,

a. Who was revived on the third day? Jesus!

b. But here, it says He’ll do the same to us!

c. That’s the point: Jesus is our substitute

d. And in the same manner that He was raised, so will we be

e. We already have been in our Baptism

f. We will be fully on the Last Day

5. that we may live in his presence.

a. Which is what will happen on the last day: We will live in His presence forever

b. And until then, we have the Lord’s Supper: His Real Presence with us to heal us and revive us

III. Let us acknowledge the LORD;

A. let us press on to acknowledge him.

1. Through knowledge of the Lord comes peace

2. The peace of God’s forgiveness is stronger than any trouble that we can encounter

3. The assurance of Resurrection can carry us through any trial

B. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.”

1. Here’s that assurance

2. God’s love is as sure as the rising of the sun

3. He has promised to be with us and provide for us, like spring rain

4. Even if you had a little too much rain this week, God is still with you and will carry you through

C. “What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.

1. Here’s the contrast. So often, God is what we are not.
2. His love is sure as the coming of the morning

3. But our love passes away like morning dew.

IV. Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets,

A. I killed you with the words of my mouth;

1. God’s Word is called a “2-edged sword”

2. It can be used on others

3. But it also can cut us through

4. And God’s Law cuts right to the heart of our sin, revealing it for what it is

B. my judgments flashed like lightning upon you.

1. You see, God still takes sin very seriously

2. That’s why nothing short of the blood of the Son of God could defeat sin

V. For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.

A. You’ve heard about God not wanting sin

B. So, what does He want?

1. Honesty: admit your sin

2. Faith: acknowledge your need for a Savior, and that God has provided that Savior in Jesus Christ

3. And to love your neighbor

a. Yes, God wants us to be in His Word, in church & at home

b. Yes, God wants us to give of our time, talents, & treasures for His kingdom

c. But also to share the message of salvation with our neighbors, sharing God’s love with them however we can

C. And all this in the knowledge that, even though we have pushed God away, He has forgiven us

1. He loves you

2. He forgives you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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