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Children’s Sermon

Object: What is a saint? More than a good person: perfect. Anyone here perfect?

Message: Jesus took away all our sin, so God says we are perfect, and God is always right.

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 26:1-4, NIV) In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith. You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. Trust in the LORD for ever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal…Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of our hearts. My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you. When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn righteousness.…LORD, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us. O LORD, our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone do we honor.…But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by. See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

When John Paton was translating the Bible for a South Seas island tribe, he discovered that they had no word for trust or faith. One day a native who had been running hard came into the missionary's house, flopped himself in a large chair and said, "It's good to rest my whole weight on this chair." "That's it," said Paton. "I'll translate faith as 'resting one's whole weight on God.'"

A. A significant number of our congregation suffered loss this week at the passing of Donny <Rath>

B. We’ve all faced loss in our lives: friend, son, daughter, parents, grandparents

C. God gives us words of comfort through Isaiah

II. In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:

A. We have a strong city; (Speaking about both heaven and the Christian church)

1. God makes salvation its walls and ramparts.

a. Right now, we are part of the church militant
b. Surrounded by enemies

i. The devil, who seeks to take us with him to hell

ii. The world, which seeks to keep our focus centered on this world

iii. Our own sinful flesh, which seeks immediate selfish gratification instead of God’s will

2. Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith.

a. God’s gates have been opened wide for the righteous
i. Is this good news?

ii. Not if we count our own (lack of) righteousness

1. Being sinners, we deserve nothing but the hell Satan’s trying to drag us to

2. We’re in the habit of covering up our sins, trying to justify them

1. Have any sins you don’t want anyone to know about?

2. How would you feel about your entire life being put on the big screen?

3. What about just a biography—one where you had no control over which moments in your life were told and which weren’t?

4. Could it be scandalous?

5. So, can you really call yourself righteous?

b. Note how Isaiah describes the righteous nation: the nation that keeps faith

i. Since we are not righteous in & of ourselves

ii. Our only hope is in One Who was righteous on our behalf

1. That, of course, is Jesus Christ

2. He is the only man who ever lived who is righteous in & of Himself

3. But by paying for our unrighteousness on the cross, He gave you His righteousness

4. Faith in Him as our substitute makes you righteous in God’s sight

B. You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.

1. Trust in the LORD for ever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal…

a. You may hear me talk about our hope in eternal life

b. That word “Hope” is not exactly accurate, not by modern usage

c. When the Bible talks about hope, it’s certainty

d. “I hope the sun will rise tomorrow”

III. O LORD, our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone do we honor

A. Isaiah was talking about being carried off into exile (Both in the past & the present or immediate future--the Babylonian captivity was upon them)

1. They had rulers like Nebuchadnezzar & Darius of Babylon

2. They had Xerxes of Medo-Persia

B. They were in exile because they set up other rulers over them

1. The word here for “ruler” is “Baal”

2. Because they had false rulers, Baals, man-made Gods

3. God gave them what they wanted: a different ruler

4. They realized how different things are when the Lord is not your ruler

C. We’re no different today

1. We don’t set up idols per se

2. But those things that are important in your life

3. Those things that keep you from personal Bible Study & prayer

4. Those things that keep you too busy for God are your baals, your rulers

5. They cannot save you and will eventually fail you (Perfect example: Anyone bet on the Hawkeyes yesterday?)

IV. But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.

A. Your battle with yourself, the devil, and the world will soon end

1. Jesus already won the war by nailing your sin to the cross

2. That’d be cold comfort if we didn’t have anything to look forward to

B. We do have something: that “Hope” I spoke of

1. God will, on the last day, raise us from the dead

2. All the saints will be raised just as Jesus was

3. We will live forever with God in a new creation

4. No more fighting: Church Triumphant
V. Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you;

A. hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by.

1. In this world, there is trial

2. On the last day, there will be destruction like none you can imagine

3. The entire universe will be dissolved in a gigantic nuclear explosion

4. He will protect us from that destruction

5. Comforting that we won’t have that image burned into our minds for eternity

B. See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins.

1. If Jesus took the punishment for our sin, why would He punish anyone?

2. Because some refuse the forgiveness He freely offers

3. So, if you don’t have forgiveness, you still have your sin

C. The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer.

1. All those sins we cover up

a. All those secret thoughts and sins we’ve kept from everyone

b. If you still have those sins, they’ll be revealed to all

2. But the One who was slain and rose again will also no longer be concealed

a. We will see Him in joy

b. We will no longer hope for eternity

c. We’ll be there in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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