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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Anyone know what “righteous” means? It means perfect.

Message: Even though we’re not perfect because we sin, God has made us righteous by sending Jesus to die for us. Since we are perfect to Him, we get to live forever with Him.

The Making of a Saint

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 26:1ff) In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith. You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. Trust in the LORD for ever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal. Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of our hearts. My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you. When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the world learn righteousness. LORD, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us. O LORD, our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone do we honor. But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by. See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What makes a saint?

1. We sometimes look at a person who helps others and say, “That person is such a saint!”

2. They are considering declaring Pope John Paul II a saint

B. Well, you all are one up on John Paul II

1. Because as far as God is concerned—and that’s all that matters—you are already saints

2. If you believe that Jesus is your Lord and Savior, then you are a saint

3. Sainthood does not depend on your good deeds

4. Rather, sainthood is determined by faith in Jesus Christ

C. The word “Saint” comes from the Latin word “Sanctus,” or “Holy One”

1. In the New Testament, St. Paul often ends his epistles, “Greet all the saints.”

2. Now we can be pretty sure that the recipients of these letters didn’t understand that to mean that they should greet only a handful of people

3. Rather, the “Holy Ones” St. Paul and others referred to were the other believers, the followers of the Way, the Christians

4. Because you are made holy not by your own works, but by God Himself through the blood of Jesus Christ

II. In that day, this song will be sung in the land of Judah, "We have a strong city; Salvation He will appoint for walls & ramparts."

A. God provides a unique protection for us

B. Instead of defending us by a long fight, He simply saves us

1. His idea of going to war with His enemies is defeating them in one fell stroke

a) That’s what He did at the Passover in Egypt: no series of battles, just one night of salvation

b) That’s what He did on the cross: less than a day from arrest to “It is finished,” at which point our salvation was accomplished

2. God is our strong city, our walls of salvation

a) If you trust in your own abilities, you’re in trouble

b) I was listening recently to a discussion on horror movies and what scares people

(1) They discussed how different people are scared by different things

(2) The suggestion was that we are most scared by that which makes us feel the most helpless

c) But that shouldn’t scare us

(1) If you are afraid of being helpless, it’s because you’re trusting in yourself

(2) If you trust in yourself, you will feel helpless

(3) But if you trust in God to save you, instead of feeling helpless, you will know you are helped
(4) And if God is helping you—and He is—you need fear nothing

III. Open the gates that the righteous nation keeping faith may enter.

A. What makes a nation and its inhabitants righteous?

B. The one that keeps faith, specifically faith in Jesus Christ and the salvation He gives us

C. And faith alone makes righteous

1. Notice here that Isaiah says nothing here about works

2. Because salvation and righteousness come completely through faith, nothing more, nothing less

IV. You will keep in perfect peace whose intellect leans [on You] because he trusts in you.

A. The opposite of fear is peace

B. If you have perfect peace, you need fear nothing

C. And despite our many worries and stresses, we ultimately have no need to fear nor be stressed

D. Because God has given us perfect peace through His forgiveness

E. His peace comes to us by strengthening our faith

1. Here is God’s Word, the Bible, with the message of salvation

2. There is the Baptismal font, the washing of rebirth into the family of God

3. We have the Lord’s Supper, peace through the very Body & Blood that were shed for you on the cross

4. Here in God’s Word and Sacraments, His Means of Grace, you find peace

V. "Trust in Yahweh forever, for in Yah, Yahweh, is an everlasting rock."

A. God is our Rock: strength and reliability

B. We can count on Him forever

1. “I am with you always to the end of the age.”

C. And He has promised not just to be with us, but to be dependable for us—you can count on Him

VI. Moreover, the way of Your judgments, Yahweh, have we waited for You, to Your name, even your memory, is the desire of a soul.

A. How do you lean on God’s wisdom?

B. By knowing His wisdom

C. And you can know His wisdom because He chose to share it with you through the Bible

1. There, you find His judgments

2. There you find His name

3. There, you find His love and forgiveness

VII. At night, my soul desires You; moreover, my spirit within me seeks You eagerly, for when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.

A. In other words, during the dark times, you can count on God’s presence

B. And it’s through the dark times that you’ll find yourself closest to God

1. When things are going well for you, you’ll rarely hear someone to say, “Wow, that’s great. I’ll keep you in my prayers.”

2. Yet God uses those dark times to turn us to Him

3. Would you care about God’s love if you thought you could do it all yourself?

4. So God uses those dark times to shine His light in your life

5. Because we can see that light, which outshines anything in this world, at all times

6. But the light of God’s love is a whole lot more noticeable—and more welcome—when it’s darkest

VIII. Yahweh, You put peace to us, for you have also worked all our deeds for us.

A. The biggest problem with trusting in ourselves for help is that all we are capable of comes from God

B. So trusting in yourself apart from God is like trusting your car but not the manufacturer that made it and its parts

IX. Yahweh, our God, other lords besides You have ruled us, [but] You alone will we mention Your name.

A. The verb here in the Hebrew that’s translated “ruled” is “baal,” a word closely tied with idolatry

B. So in other words, Isaiah, speaking for all of us, says, “Yahweh, we have placed many idols to rule over us.”

C. No wonder we’re so often afraid or stressed!

D. We’re trusting in ourselves, our own self-made idols!

X. Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. Awake & sing, you who dwell in the dust, for your dew [is as] the dew of dawn, and the earth will cast forth the dead.

A. Here’s where the fulfillment of trust really comes in

B. Not only can we trust God to provide for us in life

C. Even in death, we can trust in Him

D. Because He has made us holy, He has made us fit for His Kingdom

E. And He has given us the promise of resurrection

1. We need fear nothing

2. Not even death itself

3. Because Jesus has already overcome death by going through it on our behalf

4. And on the last day, the dead will truly rise from the grave

a) Not like a horror movie

b) But perfectly, the ultimate rebirth

XI. Come, my people; enter into your room and close your doors behind you. Hide for a little moment until rage runs its course.

A. Sadly, there will be horror on that last day

B. Jesus died to save all people from sin, death, and the devil

C. But for those who reject His salvation and embrace all that He saved us from,

D. Those perfect resurrected bodies will serve only to increase their pain as they suffer body and soul for eternity in hell

E. That would be your fate as well had God not made you righteous

F. And on that day, billions will be cast out

G. But thank God that we still have today to share the Gospel with our neighbors, since tomorrow may be the day to end all days

XII. For hey, Yahweh is about to come out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the earth will reveal her blood and will no longer cover her slain.

A. Make no mistake—God is not a pushover

1. He does judge sin

2. He despises sin and will not tolerate sinners in His presence

3. He is truly the one being in the universe and beyond to be feared above all things

B. But He is also the one being we can love and trust above all things

1. Because He hasn’t abandoned us

2. He hasn’t left us in our sin

3. He has saved us from sin, death, and even hell by making us righteous through the blood of the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world

4. He has forgiven you, made you His saint, and given you eternal life—you can count on it in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 4 of 4

