Rev. Dale Critchley: December 19, 2003

Christmas Day

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 62:10-12) Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a banner for the nations. The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.’” They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. On this day of gift giving, we focus on God’s greatest gift: eternal life in Jesus Christ

B. But a gift is worthless if not received

1. So God, here through Isaiah, offers the gift of freedom and encourages His people to take it

2. But sometimes, it’s hard to accept such a gift

C. Imagine the shepherds that first Christmas

1. They heard the angels say that this baby in a feeding trough was the Messiah, God Himself

2. And they saw the angel choir and saw the baby

3. And they spread the Word to all they saw

4. They didn’t stop to question how or why God would be found in a feeding trough

5. No time for that—there’s news to tell!

D. So what gift have you received this day?

1. Have you received the Christ Child?

2. God has given Him freely, and He has given His Holy Spirit to welcome Him on your behalf

3. Because your sinful nature is neither willing nor able to receive faith, God does it for you

E. In C.S. Lewis’ book, The Last Battle, a stable door becomes the door from the world of Narnia to the new creation

1. But some (the dwarves) look into the stable and see nothing special

a) Because they refuse to see anything special

b) Because they’re too busy looking out for themselves

2. But another character, Lucy, who can see the miracle, says, “In our world too, a Stable once had something inside it that was bigger than our whole world.”

a) She was speaking, of course, of the stable in Bethlehem

b) Jesus, being God, is bigger than all creation

c) And through the eyes of your God-given faith, you can see that as Isaiah tells us

II. Pass through, pass through the gates; prepare the way of the people. Build up; build up a highway; remove the stones, lift up a signal for the people.

A. Good news! The gates are open!

1. Isaiah is referring to the opening of the prison doors

2. God has given them freedom

3. In their case, their messiah (as Isaiah calls him—it means “chosen one”) is Cyrus, king of Babylon, who set them free to go home

B. The gates have been opened for you as well!

1. When Jesus came through the barrier between God and man by becoming man in addition to His Deity, He created a two-way door.

2. He came down so you can go up!

3. His coming itself was not what earned our salvation

4. But rather, it signaled that God had kept the promise He’d made to Adam & Eve, to Abraham, and to all mankind

5. God finally sent your Messiah, no one less than God Himself

C. So pass through the gates!

1. Leave your imprisonment to sin!

2. Turn away from your old bad habits!

3. Repent of your unwillingness to share your faith with those who are dead in sin around you!

4. And rejoice in the forgiveness that is freely given to you by the man from Bethlehem!

III. Behold, Yahweh has caused to hear to the end of the earth, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your salvation comes. Behold, His reward [/wages] is with Him, and His wages before Him.

A. The reason we can rejoice is because your salvation comes!

1. He came as a little baby

2. And yet, those little hands would one day be pierced through with rusty nails for your salvation

3. And when He came, He knew exactly why He came

B. His wages were before Him

1. In other words, He knows what He needs to do

2. He knew that your sin had separated you from God

3. And He knew that the only way to restore you was to be separated Himself

4. So He paid that price, the price of His own blood on the cross

IV. And they will call them, “The holy people, the redeemed of Yahweh,” and you will be called, “Sought, a city not forsaken.”

A. Because of Jesus, that describes you

B. You are a holy people

1. Jesus gave you His holiness on the cross

C. You are the redeemed of God

1. Jesus, God, paid for you with His blood

D. You are sought, a city not forsaken

1. Because God sought you by forsaking Jesus

2. He has given you eternal life

3. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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