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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 65:17-25, NIV) "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. "Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands. They will not toil in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be the serpent's food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain," says the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Remember what it was like?

A. I can’t remember what life was like before Teresa

B. Old people can’t remember what it was like when they were young

C. Parents can’t remember life before kids

D. Graduates can’t remember life before school

II. As I think back, I can’t remember what that old world was like before Jesus came back & fixed everything

A. Sure, I remember that I was a sinner

1. I did the stupidest things

2. Constantly rebelling against God

3. Knew what was right, but I sinned anyway.

B. Of course, there’s no way I could’ve saved myself

1. That’s what sin was like: 2 magnets with the same polarity, pushing me away from God

2. I more remember the fact of it than what it was like

3. Just can’t imagine ever being without God, now that I can see Him & talk to him face to face

C. I’ll never forget how Jesus got me here

1. How the Son of God became human to live and work for us

2. I still don’t understand how God can squeeze Himself into a human body

a. Don’t really care, though

b. “How” isn’t important

i. used to waste so much time trying to figure it out

ii. It still amazes me, but it doesn’t bother me

c. More important to know why
i. He saw how lost we were

ii. He knew He was the only way for us to be saved

iii. Out of love for someone completely unlovable, He became a man, just like me

iv. He died for me

v. The Father abandoned Him

1. How He could do that, I’ll never understand

2. Once you’ve met Jesus, there’s nothing not to like

3. Used to think I’d be uncomfortable having Him right here, you know?

4. Jesus, I was so wrong

vi. Anyway, again, thank-you (for the millionth time)

D. Remembering: can’t remember how I used to think

1. Why I did the things I did

2. Why I was afraid of things instead of just trusting God to take care of me

a. Now the point is moot since He gives me stuff before I even need it

b. The concept of asking for anything is another thing I can’t really remember 

c. Not like there’s anything to fear here

i. First time I saw a wolf eating grass right next to a deer, I was a bit startled

ii. You haven’t lived until you’ve snuggled in the wool of a mammoth: so soft

III. Really great having God right here to talk to

A. He’s always been with us

1. Walked with Adam & those guys

2. Was with the Israelites in the wilderness

3. Was right there in the temple in the Holy of Holies

4. Of course, when He became man

5. Even after He went back to the old heaven, He stayed with us

a. The Bible (Never understood how He could actually be a part of those words, not just the main character)

b. In the Lord’s Supper: right there

6. Now, You’re always right here, and I can see You

a. Finally understand all the things You’re telling me

b. Just love sitting and listening to You talk

c. Used to think it was the greatest thing to be loved by my wife or have the respect of someone I admired

d. No one can sweet-talk like You, and you keep repeating your marriage vow

i. To always love me & be faithful to me

ii. To take care of me honor me and cherish me

iii. Of course, “Until death parts us” is pointless since that’ll never happen

IV. Of course, that’s the biggest thing

A. Never have to be afraid

B. Nothing will ever harm me

C. No pain, sickness, or death, for us anyway

D. I almost feel bad for the people who rejected all this

1. Who would pass this up?

2. I almost did a bunch of times—can’t remember why

3. Understand that it was their own choice to rebel against God

4. It bothered me back then, but I understand now

5. I don’t ever think about it

6. Just glad Jesus rescued me from myself

E. Thank-you again

V. Conclusion: We’re not there yet

A. Still waiting

B. Meanwhile, we can remember a few things

1. We do have a place to go

2. It’s going to be great

3. We only get there because Jesus earned our way

4. Some people still don’t get it: we have the chance to tell them

5. Give them a chance to meet Jesus. Our time is short.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: Ever been really excited about going somewhere? I’m excited about going to heaven. Jesus died so we can go there.

Lesson Summary

The sunlight seems more joyful when it breaks through the dark clouds immediately after a storm. So the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, in contrast to the dark and troubled life of this present world, is made to appear even more desirable and glorious. The lessons this week present this glorious hope of the Christian in contrast to this troubled world. In the Old Testament Lesson, God states His intention of creating a new heaven and earth in which His blessing will bring joy to His people. In particular, He contrasts it with the often sorrowful life experienced in this world. In the Epistle, the Apostle assures us that in spite of opposition and scoffing we meet in this life, we can be certain of Christ's return. Trusting Him, we wait patiently; joyfully and eagerly looking forward to the great event. In the Gospel, we have the Parable of the Wise and foolish virgins; the wise ones found acceptance because they were ready. They thought the matter so important that they made extraordinary preparation and were not caught off guard by the unexpected delay of the groom. So the return of our Lord is certain, but the exact details are unknown to us. Those who are only casual in their attitude may well be taken unawares. Those who love Christ and eagerly anticipate His return will have taken the extra precautions to avoid such surprise.

"About the Liturgy"

Creed: God’s Word has given us faith.

In faith, we respond by >confessing< our faith.

The 3 ecumenical creeds are summaries which were written during the first 400 years of the church and show that we are still in agreement with the teachings of the Apostles. They were originally written to show how true Christianity differs from the false teachings that some were saying about God, many of which are still being taught today in modified forms.

The creed is both a reminder of the importance of true doctrine and a chance for us to speak to each other and the world what we know to be true about God.
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