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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who likes to climb trees? Parents tell you to get out of the tree? Adam & Eve weren’t supposed to be in a tree & got in a lot of trouble for it.

Message: Now, I’m thinking of another tree that someone was on. He took care of Adam & Eve’s sin. Ours, too. What tree am I talking about? Who was on it? Why was He there? What does that mean for us?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 11:1-10, NIV) A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him--the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash round his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Advent is a time of waiting

1. Waiting for Christmas: Jesus’ coming as a baby

2. Also waiting for His second coming: as a triumphant king

B. Don’t know when it’ll be

C. Don’t know exactly what it’ll be like

D. But we know a little

1. Isaiah shares his vision of what it’s like

2. Gives us a glimpse of the world to come

II. A shoot will come from the stump of Jesse.

A. What’s the stump of Jesse?

1. Israel

a. The nation had suffered greatly because of idolatry

b. There was more to come soon: Babylon was advancing on them & would soon carry them off

2. Isaiah’s word to Israel was, “A remnant will return.”

a. That statement’s a double-edged sword

i. Good, we won’t be obliterated. There’ll be a remnant.

ii. Wait a minute—only a remnant?!?

iii. The remnant was just a stump

iv. Not many remained faithful

3. The shoot out of that stump is Jesus

a. Jesse was David’s father

b. Jesus is a blood descendent of David

c. That’s what people wanted

i. A king like David

ii. To restore the Davidic kingdom

iii. Not even true of the second coming, not the way they imagined it

B. Branch of his roots will bear fruit.

1. This branch, Jesus, did indeed bear fruit

2. He did so by dying on a tree

a. Remember the garden of Eden?

b. Two special trees there

i. Tree of knowledge of good & evil

1. Led to their deaths

ii. Tree of life

1. Granted eternal life

2. They never ate of that tree

3. Our tree of life is the cross: Jesus death there insured eternal life for us

4. That’s the nicest fruit you’ll ever find

III. Spirit of Yahweh on Him: wisdom, etc.

A. Jesus has the Holy Spirit with Him, but better than anyone else could imagine

1. The Holy Spirit comes to us through Word & Sacrament

2. He is with Jesus because they, as members of the Trinity, are inseparable

3. As the Holy Spirit is the source of all wisdom and knowledge, you get an idea of the extent of Jesus’ wisdom

B. Not judge w/ senses, but w/ righteousness & equity.

1. Here’s the reason human wisdom falls short

a. We judge with our senses

b. Since our senses can’t perceive the whole picture, we often discern a situation wrongly

c. Add to that our personal prejudices, emotions, and anything else that’ll influence our perception

d. Add to that our inability to understand anything except by comparing it to other experiences we’ve had

e. We misjudge & jump to conclusions

2. Jesus isn’t like that

a. Being all-wise, He can judge properly

b. He doesn’t discriminate nor assume

c. He judges with absolute wisdom & justice

C. He’ll strike the wicked with His mouth.

1. When Jesus comes back, He’ll put an end to evil, sin, and trouble

2. Those things, and those people, will be destroyed

a. Those people being those who’ve rejected Jesus’ sacrifice for them

IV. Wolf & sheep, etc.

A. Remember Eden?

1. This description is of Eden restored

2. That’s what we have to look forward to

3. Except this time, there’s no chance of sin

4. The only unique tree is the tree of life

5. It’s there for everyone

B. Not hurt nor destroy on God’s Holy mountain.

1. “Holy mountain” to a Jew means Zion

a. Where the temple was

b. Where God is

2. What makes it Holy is God’s sacramental presence

a. He’s there with His people

b. Like He is in the Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper

c. Like He will be in a fuller sense in the new creation

C. Root of Jesse will be a banner to the nations.

1. Before, He was the branch. Now, He’s the root

a. The Messiah would be God Himself

b. No one else could be the root (source) of Jesse as well as his descendant

2. But the branch and root are a banner

a. To the nations

i. = Gentiles

ii. Surprise to many of the Jews

b. But it’s the message of the Gospel

i. The Root of Jesse, the Son of God

ii. Became the shoot from the stump: a man

iii. By His death on a tree, He grants salvation to all, no matter who you are

iv. Eternal life in a perfect world with Jesus

v. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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