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What's on the Menu?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 25:6-9, NIV) On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine--the best of meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Thanksgiving is just around the corner

A. Big feast: Turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, etc.

B. Leftovers

1. Eat turkey until it makes you sick

a. Turkey Casserole

b. Turkey Sandwiches

c. Turkey Jell-o®

2. Rest goes into the freezer to be thrown out next Thanksgiving

3. Or it gets thrown in the trash

C. Life is just the opposite

II. God prepares a feast for us

A. Happiest day of my life was my wedding day

1. Mutual pledge to remain faithful to each other

2. Reception was great: danced every dance but 2 or 3

B. Even happier will be the church’s wedding day

1. Fulfillment of engagement promise

2. Celebration will never end

III. No longer separated from Him

A. Veil lifted

1. Right now, can’t see God

a. Still living in a sinful world

b. Still sin & separate ourselves from God

i. Unfaithful spouse

ii. Giving yourself to something else instead of God

2. When Jesus comes back, we’ll be united with Him forever

a. No marriage in heaven

b. Don’t need it: union with Jesus

B. We get a taste now

1. Lord’s Supper

a. Commune
b. Celebrate oneness with Christ

i. Actual body & blood

c. Celebrate oneness with each other

i. Share in fellowship meal

ii. Rejoice in the unity of faith & truth

IV. He eats Death

A. On the cross

1. Willingly gave up His life for us

2. Punished for our sins

3. “Take this cup from me”

B. Easter Morning

1. Destroyed death

2. Removed its power

3. Won the decisive victory

C. Last day

1. Destroy sin forever

2. “All gone”

V. Tears replaced with joy & gladness

A. Why are you crying in heaven?

1. Sorrow over sin

2. True repentance

3. Recognition of Jesus’ sacrifice

B. Wipes away those tears

1. Forgiveness

2. “Welcome home, son”

3. Sin & death are gone forever

VI. Conclusion: Taste?

A. Bad taste in your mouth

1. Sin

2. Suffering

3. Sorrow

B. Jesus tasted worse

1. Bitter suffering & death

2. Makes all things sweet for us

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Paper bag w/ candy

Message: See anything? Can we see God? How know He’s here? Someday, we’ll be able to see Him.

Lesson Summary

Today's lessons focus on the feast of salvation which our wonderful God has prepared for us. He Who would so graciously prepare such a glorious future for His unworthy creatures is indeed worthy of our praise, as today's general theme indicates. The great prophet Isaiah describes God's eternal feast of salvation for us in the Old Testament Lesson. To the Israelites facing severe political and social crisis and upheaval, these words brought comfort and hope. In The Epistle, St. Paul calls on us to rejoice in the Lord, casting our cares on Him, seeking to please Him and facing troubles unafraid. Paul teaches us to so regard the things of this world that we are able to be content in all conditions, anxiously looking forward to the fulfillment of our Christian hope. In The Gospel, Jesus tells the Parable of the Wedding Feast, the extended portion includes also the guest who spurned the wedding garment and was cast out. God is the King Who invites us to His feast celebrating the marriage of His Son to the Church. The wedding garment is His righteousness given us by faith.

"About the Liturgy"

Salutation "The Lord Be with You": Not a wish, but recognition & affirming response.
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