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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 26:12,13, NIV) LORD, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us. O LORD, our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone do we honor.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. years: a long time

1. Had our ups & downs

2. Throughout, God has remained with us

3. He’s worked through us, and often in spite of us

4. He’s brought the message of salvation to His people

II. God gives us peace.

A. Peace is not the absence of war

1. Some would have us abandon our principles for the sake of peace

2. Ignore the problems so we can all get along

3. Pushing it under the rug doesn’t make it go away

B. Peace is wholeness

1. God’s peace makes us complete

2. Complete because He removes that which was incomplete

3. Only God could complete us by removing something

4. Exactly what He did: removed our sin

III. He gets the credit for our deeds

A. We can do nothing good by ourselves

1. Without faith in Christ, we can do no good works at all

2. All good works done without faith are done for personal selfish reasons

3. Only good works are those done in thanks for what God has done for us

B. Where the real credit comes in

1. We deserve no good credit for our lives

2. Jesus lived a perfect life, which is not in itself good news for us

3. We look bad in comparison

4. By dying on the cross, He took the credit for our sin

5. We get the credit for His perfect life: even exchange

IV. Others have ruled us

A. Speaking of Egypt or Assyria

B. The Hebrew word here for “ruled” is “Baal”, used for false gods

1. Isaiah is making a subtle reference to the biggest problem in Israel: Idolatry

a. They put other things before God

b. They worshipped false gods that can’t help them

2. In our 140 years, the same can be said

a. Putting our trust in programs or fund raisers

b. Focusing on what we’re doing instead of what God can do through us

c. Setting our own goals instead of seeking God’s will

V. but His name alone bears mentioning

A. Even though we’ve been ruled by others, God still gets glory

1. He works in spite of our sins

2. Even uses the tragedies of sin to bring good

B. The same name is our salvation

1. Put on us at our baptism

2. Has removed 140 years of sins & remembers only our good works

3. So for 140 years of grace we can glorify God

4. Look forward to His grace in the coming years until He comes again

5. Remembering that we can do nothing without Him

6. But we can do all things through Him who strengthens us in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Lesson Summary

In this series, the Psalmist tells us of his experiences with our faithful God Who watches over His servants and calls on us to join him in making Him our God. In the Old Testament Lesson, we hear a song of trust looking to the day of the Lord's deliverance of His people. In the meantime, the people of God are to serve Him patiently and without fear. In the Epistle, John tells of his vision of the Bride of Christ, the Church in glory, in which the blessed saints will live in the love of the Savior forever. The Gospel, the Beatitudes, describes the earthly lives of God's saints who are truly blessed even while undergoing opposition in this life.
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