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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: How long does a flower in a vase last? How long do leaves on a tree last? Do evergreen needles last forever?

Message: Nothing lasts forever except God’s Word and His love. Jesus died for us to take away our sins, and those sins are gone forever so we get to live forever with Him.

Comfort on the Bench

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 40:1-8) Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?" "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands for ever."
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. An athlete on a sports team sits on the bench the whole game

1. When the team wins the game, that “benchwarmer” will proudly proclaim, “We won!”

2. Even though the person in question exerted no effort and had no influence on the outcome of the game,

3. Said person shares in the victory by virtue of being on the team.

B. So it is with God’s Kingdom

1. We’ve done absolutely nothing to deserve to claim the victory

2. We regularly score points for the opposing team! Deliberately!

3. And yet in Christ, you can rest easy in the ultimate victory over sin, death, and the devil

II. "Comfort, comfort my people," says your God.

A. Isaiah here is predicting the return of the Israelites from Babylonian captivity

B. But at the same time, He is speaking to us, offering all God’s people comfort

C. And comfort from God is like no other comfort

1. When someone is hurting, we can hug them, hold them, or say, “It’s OK,”

2. But when God offers comfort, it’s more than OK

3. Because God gives more than just hugs and platitudes, as welcome as those might be

4. God gives solutions and hope

5. He offers comfort like no one else can

6. Because when God says, “It’s going to be OK,” He has His eye on the empty tomb

a) Not just Jesus’ empty tomb

b) But what will one day be your tomb, emptied at the resurrection of all flesh

III. "Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her because her service is fulfilled because her sin is paid off because she has received from the hand of Yahweh double for all her sins."

A. Isaiah offers a play on words here

1. It’s not that the Israelites have received double the punishment they deserve for their sin—far from it

2. Sin’s punishment is nothing less than death and eternal hell

3. Rather, they’ve been chastised by God, disciplined to turn their eyes back to God

a) They didn’t deserve God to be so patient with them

b) He could have just written them off and ignored them

c) Or He could have obliterated them completely

d) Instead, God gave them the blessing of patiently chastising them as their loving Father, turning them from their destructive lives back to Him and eternal salvation through faith

B. As far as sin, Jesus got double what the Israelites deserved

1. He paid for their sin by taking their sentence on Himself

2. And He did the same for you, me, and all people

IV. A voice is calling in the wilderness: "Make clear the way of Yahweh.  Straighten a highway in the desert for our God." Let every deep valley be raised and every mountain and hill be lowered and every steep [area] become a plain and the impeding places [be made] a level valley.

A. Just as God cleared a path for the Israelites from Babylon,

B. He has cleared the way to freedom for us from sin

1. It’s a difficult path to follow

2. It involves repentance, which can be particularly painful when it comes to pet sins

3. But what good is a pet sin anyway?

a) You may enjoy having it around

b) And it may be painful to part with it

c) But your soul is allergic to sin,

d) And pet sins put the leash around your neck instead of the other way around

e) So get rid of that pet!

C. God makes much easier

1. By clearing the way to repentance

2. And by giving you a reason to repent

a) God has already forgiven your sin

b) And He has given you saving faith to trust in Christ alone for salvation

c) And if God wiped your sin away, why would you want to try to get it back?

V. And the Glory of Yahweh will be uncovered [/revealed], and all flesh will see [it] together, because the mouth of Yahweh has spoken.

A. How is God’s glory revealed?

B. Through the Word of God

C. “The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14, WEB)

1. How does God reveal His glory?

2. In Jesus Christ

3. And on the last day, all people will see Him

4. And to those with faith in Him, there can be no greater comfort than seeing your Savior face to face.

VI. A voice says, "Call."  And he says, "What shall I call?"  All the flesh [is] grass and all its loveliness is like a flower of the field.

A. You won’t find comfort in anything you do

B. No amount of good works will give you lasting comfort

C. Because your good works, no matter how good by the world’s standards, are tainted by sin

D. Because you are a sinner—sin permeates you

1. You can spread the greatest jelly in the world

2. But if the bread is moldy, it’s just a waste of jelly

3. And it’s a lousy offering for the King

VII. Grass withers [/dries up]; a flower falls [a thing of beauty is brought low] because the Spirit [/wind] of Yahweh blows on it.  Definitely [as] the grass [is], [so are] the people.

A. What are you proud of?

1. What are you good at?

2. What have you accomplished?

3. How much have you accomplished without God’s help?

4. Whatever we do is temporary

B. But what God does is eternal

1. And what God has done for us is nothing less than wonderful

2. And He has done it all through His Word, from creating the world to redeeming us from sin

VIII. Grass withers [/dries up]; a flower falls [a thing of beauty is brought low], yet the word of our God will stand to eternity.

A. Even though what we do is temporary

B. It doesn’t matter

C. Because what God accomplishes lasts forever

1. Jesus, the Word made flesh, paid for your sin just as God had promised

2. Your sin, even that pet sin you struggle with, is forgiven forever

D. Be comforted, God’s people

1. Because your sin is washed away in the cleansing blood of the Lamb of God

2. And He has given you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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