Rev. Dale Critchley
3/31/04

Hattie Phelps Funeral

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God”? Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no-one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:27-31, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. After a very long time, much longer than anyone imagine possible, Hattie Phelps has been allowed to go home

B. But while we awaited that day, which still came too soon for our tastes, the questions arose and may still linger

1. Why did this great woman have to endure such hardship?

2. The struggles and frailty—how long could it go on?

3. When she wanted to be home with Jesus, why did she have to wait so long?

II. Why do you say, Jacob, and declare, Israel, "My way is hid from Yahweh, and the justice due to me is passed away from my God"?

A. Sometimes, it seems like God isn’t listening, that He has turned a deaf ear toward us

1. We believe we know how things should be, and they just aren’t right

2. So we look for answers to our questions

a) But too often, we look for the answers in the wrong place

(1) We listen to the world, or our own imperfect ideas

(2) And the answers we find are wrong

(a) “God doesn’t care.”

(b) “God can’t do anything about it.”

(c) “It’s because she did something bad.”

B. Isaiah says to you, “Why don’t you think God is paying attention?”

1. Do you really think God, who made the universe, is incapable of helping you?

2. Do you think that God, who gave up His only-begotten Son to save you, isn’t concerned for you?

3. Do you think that God, who bought forgiveness of sins for you with that same Son’s blood, would hold a grudge against you?

III. Don't you know? Haven't you heard? The God of eternity, Yahweh, the Creator, to the ends of the earth does not grow weary and doesn't faint. There is no searching His understanding.

A. God doesn’t get tired of taking care of us

1. Toward the end, Hattie would get tired very easily

2. She couldn’t take care of herself and was dependent on others to care for her

3. But God never tired of caring for Hattie

4. And He’ll never tire of caring for you

B. But we don’t always understand what He’s doing

1. We ask, “Why, Lord, are you allowing her to suffer like this?”

2. When I was younger, my parents would tell me something I didn’t like, and I’d say, “Why?”

a) They’d often answer, “Because I said so!”

b) I vowed that I would never do that to my own children.

c) They hear it at least once a week from me

d) The problem is, sometimes, children just can’t understand the big picture that the parents can see, and it’s impossible to explain to their little minds the motivation behind the decision

3. And so it is with our heavenly Father—and so much more

a) God can see eternity

b) In Hattie’s case, His goal was to use her life not only so she would go to heaven, but so you would, too

c) I can assure you that this was God’s goal, since He wants everyone to be saved

d) And with our little minds, we sometimes just need to trust that God loves us and knows what’s best for us

e) And we don’t need to understand

IV. He gives to the weak power and to the one without, [He] multiplies strength.

A. As long as I’ve known her, “weak” (in body) has been very descriptive of Hattie

B. But with her weak body, God multiplied strength of faith

C. Hattie very firmly knew her Savior

1. She knew that He suffered far more than she, and that He endured that for her

2. And she was eager to meet Him face to face and shake His hand

3. Because she knew that Jesus was all the strength she needed

4. And no matter what trials you each face, Jesus is all you need as well.

V. Even youths grow tired & weary, & young men totally fall,

A. Everyone has their limits

B. Even those of you who are young and energetic know what it is to be worn out

C. Hattie was just exhausted for a very long time

VI. And those expecting Yahweh will renew their strength. They will mount up with wings like eagles. They will run and not get tired; they will walk and not grow weary.

A. Hattie Phelps will never get tired again

1. She is with Her Lord, and you can be absolutely certain of that

a) Jesus died in her place to forgive all her sins

b) So she is in paradise today because God made her perfect on Jesus’ behalf

2. And not only did Jesus die for her—He rose for her

a) After they buried Him, He came back to life

b) And He has promised the same for Hattie

B. And He has promised the same for you

1. Just as Jesus died as Hattie’s substitute on the cross, Jesus took your place, too

2. He replaced your sin with His perfection

3. And so you get to live forever based on Jesus’ credentials

4. Hattie knew that

5. And she wants you to know that

6. The same Jesus who died for Hattie, me and you has promised that, because He died, you will live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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