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While Shepherds Watched: David

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 40:9-11, NIV) You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

 Years ago a military officer and his wife were aboard a ship that was caught in a raging ocean storm. Seeing the frantic look in her eyes, the man tried unsuccessfully to allay her fears. Suddenly she grasped his sleeve and cried, "How can you be so calm?" He stepped back a few feet and drew his sword. Pointing it at her heart, he said, "Are you afraid of this?" Without hesitation she answered, "Of course not!" "Why not?" he inquired. "Because it's in your hand, and you love me too much to hurt me." To this he replied, "I know the One who holds the winds and the waters in the hollow of His hand, and He will surely care for us!" The officer was not disturbed because he trusted in the Lord.

II. Shout the good news

A. David had this kind of trust in mind when he wrote the 23rd Psalm

1. The Lord is my Shepherd

2. Trust in the LORD no matter what

3. Considering those who tried to kill him, that’s trust

B. Started out as a Shepherd

1. Musical talent & good looking

2. Looked down on by his brothers

3. All changed when God enabled him to kill Goliath

C. Known as the greatest king of Israel

1. Not a lot of political advancement

2. Not particularly moral

3. Not known for himself

4. Best known as ancestor of Messiah

a. Savior would be Son of David

b. Rule on David's throne

c. Restore glory to Israel

III. Yahweh will come & accomplish His goal

A. Already came

B. Descendant of David

C. Declared King of the Jews on the cross

D. Restored glory to Israel

1. Not political glory

a. Glory of God

b. Can’t get better glory than that

c. Promised to us

2. Not political Israel

a. They were given it first

b. They rejected it

c. Christian Church is new Israel

d. Blessing has been given to us

e. Intended to be shared

i. Shepherd others as we’ve been shepherded

ii. So the can shout it out, too!

IV. He’ll lead us to the Promised Land

A. He doesn’t just lead—He carries

1. Did all the work on the Cross

2. Gives us faith to cling to Him

3. Carries us on His shoulders: even when we stray

4. We will dwell in His house forever

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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